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Journal  of  Convention. 


First  Day's  Proceedings. 

Brockton,  Oct.  6,  1902. 

The  Seventeenth  Annual  Conven- 
tion of  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch 
American  Federation  of  Labor  was 
called  to  order  at  9.30  a.m.,  Monday, 
Oct.  6,  1902,  at  A.  O.  H.  Hall,  Brock- 
ton, Mass.,  by  Pres.   F.  H.  McCarthy. 

The  call  of  convention  was  read  by 
Sec.  D.  D.  Driscoll. 

}.  J.  Fraser,  Secretary  of  Brockton 
Central  Labor  Union,  welcomed  the 
delegates  to  the  city  of  Brockton,  in 
behalf  of  organized  labor. 

President  McCarthy  briefly  re- 
sponded in  behalf  of  the  delegates. 

The  Credential  Committee  reported 
150  delegates  present  and  recom- 
mended they  be  seated.  Report  ac- 
cepted and  recommendation  adopted. 

LIST  OF  DELEGATES 

Central  Labor  Unions  and  Trade 
Councils. 

Boston  —  D.  D.  Driscoll,  F.  K.  Foster. 

Fall  River —  J.  G.  Jackson,  J.  Tansey. 

Fitchburg  —  N.  Wilkins,  C.  H.  Wins- 
low. 

Northampton — J.  McCool. 

North  Adams— J.  J.  Clark,  W.  J. 
Smith. 

Westfield  — T.  J.  Flood. 

Springfield  ■--  W.  H.  Grady,  J.  C.  Allis. 

Holyoke — E.  F.  Dowd,  F.  Garrity. 


Lawrence  —  J.  P.  McCarthy,  J.  R. 
Menzie. 

Quincy  — F.  W.  Jones,  J.  J.  Conners. 

Pittsfield— D.  Daley,  G.  E.  Cogswell. 

Worcester  — P.  C.  Maloney,  M.  H. 
Dillon. 

New  Bedford— J.  Mardeaunt,  J.  H. 
Hamford. 

Gloucester— H.  E.  Fillsbury,  P.  J. 
Hennessy. 

Lynn  —  J.    C.    Hickey,  J.    D.  Dullea. 

Milford  — M.J.  Hughes. 

Lowell  —  J.  Convery,  D.  Moynihan. 

Brockton  —  E.  F.  Walls,  C.  H.  Coulter. 

Salem  —  VV.  Carson,  J.  F.  Higgins. 

Cambridge  —  T.  J.  Edwards,  W.  F. 
Baulby. 

Haverhill  -  G.  A.  Keene,  W.  Mc- 
Donald. 

Delegates  from   Locals. 

Brockton  —  M.  O.  Rourke,  Finishers', 

37- 
—  T.  C.  Farrell,  Edge  Trim- 
mers', 1 18. 

"         —J.  E.  Kelley,  Edge  Trim- 
mers', 118. 

"        —  O.  S.  Pratt,  Cutters'.    35. 

"        — C.  F.  Laird,    Cutters',  35. 

"        — F.  J.  Clark,    Lasters',  192. 

"        — E.    P.    Holmes,    Lasters', 
192. 

"        — A.  H.  Saunders,  Lasters', 
192. 

'•        —  H.    Hubbard,    Vampers', 
256. 

"        — C.  Hunter,  Elastic  Goring 
Weavers'. 

"        —  F.  M.  Bump,  Sole  Fasten- 
ers', 111. 

"        — W.  F  Eagan, Sole  Leather 
Workers'. 
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Brockton  —  T,  F.  Kerns,  Sole  Leather 
Workers'. 
"        —  M.  F.  Murphy, Engineers', 

in. 
"        — P.  J.  McGee,  Bakers  and 

Confectioners',  180. 
"        — G.  L.  Staples,  Stitchers', 
44. 
—  VV.  C.  Bagnell,  Stitchers', 
44. 
"        — Annie    Hicks,    Stitchers', 
44. 
Brookrield  —  J.    Tunstall,    Boot    and 

Shoe  Workers',  252. 
Boston  —  Annie  T.  Bowen,  Cigar  Fac- 
tory Tobacco  Strippers'. 
Holyoke  —  T.  |.  Durnin,  Bartenders', 

81. 
Boston  -  J.  J.  Brophy,  Steam  Fitters', 

22. 
Conway  —  R.    J.    Mullins,    Boot    and 

Shoe  Workers'. 
Worcester  —  T.  Gannon,  Bakers  and 

Confectioners',  72. 
Rockland  —  J.  A.  Cody,  Boot  and  Shoe 

Workers',  48. 
Brockton — J.  J.  Cox,  Musicians',  138. 
"        —  E.  L.  Chandler,Treers', 36. 
''        —  B.  Gerry,  Treers',  36. 
Dorchester  —  J.     A.     Stewart,     J.     E. 

Eaton,  Carpenters',  386. 
Taunton  —  C.  T.  Nevins,  Iron  Mould- 
ers. 
Boston  — J.  J.  Collins,  Sewer  Workers. 
Brockton — M.    Shumway,     Firemen, 

47- 

Brockton  —  J.  J.  Frazer,  Typographi- 
cal, 224. 

Cambridge  —  M.  D.  Collins,  City  Em- 
ployees', 8279. 

Lowell  —  D.  Healey,  Leather  Work- 
ers', 3. 

Boston  E.  Doherty,  G  M.Guntner, 
E.  A.  McDonald,  Woodworkers',  24. 

Boston  —P.  J.  Gallagher,  M.  J.  Shee- 
han,  Local  Teamsters  Helpers',  170. 

Boston  —  J.  J.  Downing,  Sanitary 
Street  Cleaning,  6064. 

Worcester  —  T.  Connelley,  Barbers', 
186. 

New  Bedford  —  A.  P.  Doyle,  Boot 
and  Shoe  Workers',  238. 

Revere  —  F.  M.  Boynton,  Carpenters', 
846. 


Boston  —  D.  F.  Shea,  Drop  Forge 
Hammermen. 

Boston  —  C.  R.  Sterling,  Machinists', 
264. 

Salem  —  W.  J.  Brine,Car  Workers',  74. 

Springfield — P.  Lynch,  Bottlers  and 
Drivers',  140. 

Fitchburg  —  M.  Roddy,  Machinists', 
409. 

Boston  —  R.  A.  Callahan,  W.  B.  Kirk- 
patrick,  R.  W.  Kennedy,  M.  J. 
Mattimoe,  J.  D.  O'Brien,  Bartend- 
ers', 77. 

Boston  —  J.  Emil  Lieber,  E.  Breiden- 
bach,  Brewery  Worker's,  14. 

Boston  —  D.  H.  Deegon,  T.  Keefe, 
Carpenters',  33. 

Gloucester  —  I.Webber,  Barbers',  375. 

Springfield — G.  E.  Vincens,  Cigar- 
makers',  49. 

Worcester  —  A.  Needham,  Core- 
makers',  15. 

Boston  — M.  McGinty,  United  Hat- 
ters. 

Boston  —  P.  H.  Sweet,  Coopers',  58. 
"       — J,  R.  Crozier,  Carriage  and 
Wagon  Workers',  9. 

Springfield — P.  H.  Rappold,  Brew- 
ery Workers',  99. 

Boston  — N.  A.  Keene,  Icemen's  Pro- 
tective. 

Boston  — P.  Mahoney,  F.  H.  Mc- 
Carthy, S.  Myers,  Cigarmakers',  97. 

Springfield  —  W.  D.  Cavanagh,  Struc- 
tural Iron  Workers',  \6. 

Charlestown  —  C.  P.  Shea,  Team 
Drivers',  191. 

Haverhill  —  D.  F.  Clohecy,  Cigar- 
makers',  226. 

Boston  — P.  J.  Cotter,  T.  Minihan,  J. 
F.  Grady,  J.  Duffy,  T.  J.  McCarthy, 
Team  Drivers',  25. 

Cambridge  —  R.  F.  King,  Rubber 
Workers. 

Boston  —  P.  T.  Barry,  Theatrical  Me- 
chanics. 

Boston  —  H.  J.  Quinn,  A.  McGrath, 
Grocery  Provision  Clerks. 

Fitchburg  — T.  W.  Slade,  Steam  Fit- 
ters Helpers'. 

Lynn  —  T.  J.  Bannon,  Bartenders',  86. 

Norwood  —  R.Morrison,  Car  Paint- 
ers', 338. 
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Brockton  —  P.   T.    Hanley,   Laundry 

Workers',  64. 
Boston—  P.  J.  Mansfield,  H.  M.  Ster- 

ling,H.  W.  Cooke, Typographical  13. 
Worcester  —  J.    T.     Ryan,      Brewery 

Workers'  136. 
Boston  —  F.  P.  Fall,  Coal  Teamsters', 

21. 
Gloucester —  F.  M.  Brown,  J.  J.  How- 

lett,  C.  M.  Mclsaacs,  Fish  Skinners, 

Cutters  and  Handlers. 
Worcester  —  J.  B.  Daley,  Bottlers  and 

Drivers',  180. 
Somerville  —  J.      F.      Norton,     Tube 

Workers',  5. 
Worcester  —  J.    B.    Lamonthe,  Steam 

Fitters',  25. 


.F 


Black- 


H. 


Lea  hey, 
Bean,  Engineers', 


Brockton  —  J. 

smiths',  216. 
Brockton  —  E. 

in. 
Boston  —  A..  F.    Baldwin,  Wood  Wire 

Metal  Lathers',  72. 
Brockton  —  F.  Connors,  Team  Driv- 
ers', 286. 
Boston  —  E.    F.    Ward,   J.    Dempsey, 

Brewery  Workers',  29. 
Boston  —  M.  Benjamin,    L.    A.    Cass, 

United   Garment  Workers',  1. 
Boston—  VV.     J.     Joyce,      Electrical 

Workers',  103. 
Brockton  —  C.    H.    Harte,    Laundry 

Teamsters. 

Credential  Committer. 
J.  Crozier, 

E.  F.  Dowd, 

J.    C.    HlCKEY, 

M.  D.  Collins, 

F.  J.  Clarke. 


Secretary  called  the  roll  and  each 
delegate  was  presented  with  a  badge. 

The  President  appointed  the  follow- 
ing committees  : 

Resolutions  —  F.  K.  Foster,  J.  J. 
Fraser,  R.  King,  C.  H.  Winslow,  T. 
Garrity. 

Grievance  —  C.  H.  Saunders,  M.  J. 


Mattimoe,  J.  R.  Menzie,  T.  J.  Flood, 
E.  Ward. 

Rules —  C.  H.  Coulter,  M.  Hughes, 
H.J.  Quinn,  C.  T.  Nevins,  P.  Maho- 
ney. 

On  Legislative  Committee's  Report 
—  E.  F.  Walls,  D.  Dtegon,  J.  T.  Ryan, 
J.  McCool,  S,  Myers 

Committee  on  Constitution  and  By- 
Laws —  J.  G.  Jackson,  1".  J.  Edwards, 
M.  Hart,  C.  P.  Shea,  F.  M.  Brown. 

President's  Report  —  R.  A.  Calla- 
han, P.  C.  Maloney,  J.  Tansy,  T.J. 
Minihan,  J.  Convery. 

Executive's  Council's  Report  —  P. 
H.  Sweet,  W.  H.  Grady,  N.  Wilkins, 
J.  F.  Higgins,  D.  F.  Clohecy. 

Nominations  for  Assistant  Secre- 
tary   then  called  lor. 

E.  T.  Walls  nominated  A.  Hop- 
kins of  Brockton,  and  it  was  voted 
that  the  Secretary  cast  one  ballot  and 
A.  Hopkins  was  declared  elected. 

Delegate  F.  J  Clark  nominated  H. 
J.  Regan  of  Brockton  for  Sergeant-at- 
Arms. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to 
cast  one  ballot  for  H.  J.  Regan  and  he 
was  declared  elected. 

The  following  nomination  for  elec- 
tion of  Finance  Committee  were  made, 
J.  C.  Hickey,  G.  F.  Vinceus,  W.J. 
Egan,  Anna  T.  Bowen,  F.  A.  McDon- 
ald, J.  A.  Stewart. 

The  President  appointed  the  follow- 
ing tellers  :  T.  J.  Flood,  S.  Myers,  J. 
J.  Downing,  J.   T.  Ryan.  R.  F.  King. 

The  tellers  reported  as  follows: 
J.  C.  Hickey,  59  ;  W.  J.  Egan,  53  ; 
Anna  N.  Bowen,  64  ;  E.  A.  McDon- 
ald, 8 ;  J.  A.  Stewart,  25  ;  G.  E.  Vin- 
ceus, 40  ;  W.  J.  Smith,  33  ;  scattering 
6. 

Electing  Anna  T.  Bowen,  J.  C. 
Hickey,  W.  J.  Eagan. 

It  was  voted  that  all  resolutions 
must  be  submitted  by  Tuesday  noon. 

President  F.  H.  McCarthy  called 
Vice-President  E.  T.  Walls  to  the 
chair  and  read  his  annual  report. 

Report  referred  to  Committee  on 
President's  report. 
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PRESIDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  Officers  and  Members   of 

the  Massachusetts  State  Branch 

of  the  American  Federation  of 

Labor : 

Fellow  Members: — As  President 
of  the  Massachusetts  State  Branch,  j 
hereby  submit  to  you  a  report  of  some 
of  the  more  important  work  performed 
by  this  organization  for  the  year  past, 
and  take  the  liberty  of  calling  to  your 
attention  some  matters  which  I  be- 
lieve should  engage  your  most  earnest 
consideration.  We  are  assembled 
here  to  represent  the  interests  of  the 
working  masses  of  our  State,  and  it 
devolves  upon  us  to  see  to  it  that  we 
take  the  utmost  pains  in  protecting 
and  advancing  those  interests,  realiz- 
ing that  by  so  doing  we  will  come 
nearer  to  that  goal  which  must  be 
reached  eventually,  where  the  worker's 
standing  shall  be  guaged  by  his  value 
to  mankind,  and  we  will  have  per- 
formed our  duty  to  our  constituency 
and  proved  that  the  confidence  re- 
posed in  us  by  them  was  not  misplaced. 

Growth  of  the  State  Branch. 

I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report 
that  the  State  Branch  in  its  growth 
during  the  past  year  has  again  broken 
all  its  previous  records.  Local  unions 
to  the  number  of  49  and  central  labor 
unions  to  the  number  of  7  having 
joined  the  State  Branch  this  year,  the 
names  and  locality  of  which  will  be 
read  in  the  Secretary-Treasurer's  re- 
port. 

The  number  of  unions  now  affiliated 
with  the  State  Branch  is  183  local 
unions  and  21  central  labor  unions 
making  a  total  of  204. 


Organization. 
I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that 

the  work  of  organizing  the  unorgan- 
ized  workers   of   Massachusetts    has 

gone  on  the  past  year  with  the  most 

gratifying  success,  your   officers   and 

organizers  organizing  or  assisting  in 

organizing  the  following  unions  in  the 

places  named  : 

Boston  —  Furniture  Packers,  istock 
Men,  Sewer  Workers,  Straw  Work- 
ers, Machine  Stone  Planers,  Cooks, 
Hack  and  Cab  Drivers,  Piano 
Movers,  Milk  Team  Drivers,  Fish 
Handlers  and  Sorters,Iron  Dressers, 
Leather  Handlers,  Tin  Can  Makers, 
Longshoremen. 

Cambridge  —  Painters,  Central  Labor 
Union,  Meat  Cutters  and  Butchers, 
Team  Drivers,  Broom  Makers. 

Concord  —  Rubber  Workers. 

Somerville  —  Tube  Workers. 

Norwood  —  Tanners. 

Woburn  —  Tanners. 

Mansfield-  -Straw  Workers. 

Taunton  —  Freight  Handlers,  Laun- 
dry Workers. 

Maiden  —  Leather  Workers. 

Marlboro  —  Horseshoers,  Team  Driv- 
ers. 

Salem-  Central  Labor  Union,  Horse- 
shoers, Engineers,  Firemen,  Bakers. 

Lowell —  City  Men,  Mattress  Workers, 
Shaw  Stocking  Borders,  Street  Rail- 
way Men,  Brass  Moulders,  Core 
Makers. 

Quincy —  Central  Labor  Union. 

Lynn  —  Horseshoers. 

Stoughton  —  Rubber  Workers. 

Whitman  — Box  Makers. 

Fall  River  —  Coal  Teamsters,  Station- 
ary Engineers. 
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Worcester — Sheet  and  Metal  Work- 
ers, Carriage  and  Wagon  Workers, 
Team  Drivers,  Allied  Metal  Me- 
chanics, Bootblacks,  Counter  Work- 
ers, Theatrical  Stage  Employes. 
Gloucester  —  Central  Labor  Union, 
Barbers,  Bartenders,  Box  Makers, 
Coopers,  Retail  Clerks,  Fish  Sort- 
ers,Fish  Skinners  and  Cutters,  Typo- 
pographical,  Longshoremen,  Paint- 
ers and  Decorators,  Riggers,  Tarrers 
and  Scrapers,  Fishermen,  Team 
Drivers,  Freight  Handlers. 
Holyoke  —  Lumbermen,  Blacksmiths, 
Bakery  Wagon  Drivers,  Coal  Wagon 
Drivers,Team  Owners,  Horseshoers, 
Carriage  Workers,  Retail  Clerks. 
Laborers,  Laundry  Workers,  Bar- 
bers, Millwrights,  Watchmen,  Glaze 
Paper  Workers. 

The  total  number  of  men  in  the 
unions  formed  aggregate  about  six- 
teen (16,000)  thousand. 

SETTLEMENT   OF   TRADE    DISPUTES. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  re- 
ceived from  the  last  conventicn  of  this 
union,  I  entered  into  correspondence, 
and  had  several  interviews  with,  the 
firm  of  Besse,  Carpenter  &  Company 
of  Springfield,  in  relation  to  the  diffi- 
culty between  them  and  the  Dry 
Goods  Clerks'  Union  of  that  city,  the 
result  of  which  has  been  that  an  agree- 
ment has  been  signed  by  the  union 
and  the  firm  which  is  satisfactory  to 
all,  and  the  firm  is  taken  off  the  unfair 
list. 

The  complaint  of  Boston  Horse- 
shoers against  the  Harvard  Brewing 
Company  for  having  their  horses 
shod  in  non  union  shops  was  referred 
to  the  State  Branch  with  the  result 
that  an  agreement  was  entered  into 
with  the  company  to  have  all  their 
horses  shod  in  union  shops. 

The  Wagon  Workers  of  Boston 
asked  the  assistance  of  the  State 
Branch  in  organizing  the  wagon  shop 
of  Harrison  &  Co.  of  Boston.  The 
request  was  granted  and  a  number  of 
interviews  had  with  the  firm  with  the 
result  that  the  firm  was  unionized. 

The  grievance  of  the  Boston  Bar- 


tenders' Union  against  the  firm  of  M. 
Kelly  &  Co.,  for  refusing  to  employ 
union  bartenders,  was  referred  to  the 
State  Branch,  and,  after  a  number  of 
interviews,  Mr.  Kelley  agreed  to  em- 
ploy only  union  bartenders. 

The  grievance  of  the  Water  Works 
Department  Union  against  the  Water 
Department  for  discharging  one  of  the 
members  for  what  they  believed  to  be 
on  account  of  his  activity  in  the  union, 
was  referred  by  them  to  the  State 
Branch,  and,  after  a  conference  with 
the  superintendent  of  the  department, 
the  discharged  member  was  rein- 
stated, the  superintendent  denying 
any  intention  of  discrimination. 

The  grievance  of  the  Allied  Metal 
Mechanics,  of  Boston,  against  the 
Walworth  Iron  Works  Co.  of  Boston, 
for  discriminating  against  a  member 
of  their  union,  was  referred  to  the 
State  Branch.  The  firm  was  inter- 
viewed and  denied  any  discrimination, 
and  claimed  to  have  discharged  the 
member  on  account  of  bad  workman- 
ship. The  same  was  reported  and  ac- 
cepted by  the  union. 

The  grievance  of  the  Painters' 
Union,  of  Greenfield,  against  the  firm 
of  Tatro  &  Co.  of  Greenfield,  for  re- 
fusing to  employ  union  men  and  pay 
union  wages,  and  work  union  hours, 
was  referred  to  the  State  Branch,  and, 
after  a  number  of  conferences  with 
the  firm,  they  agreed  to  run  a  union 
shop 

The  grievances  of  the  Horseshoers 
of  Boston,  against  the  firm  of  O'Neill 
&  Murphy  of  Boston,  for  running  a 
non-union  shop,  was  referred  to  the 
State  Branch  and  a  number  of  inter- 
views with  the  firm  resulted  in  their 
agreeing  to  employ  none  but  union 
men,  and  a  contest  of  three  or  four 
years  standing  was  brought  to  an  end 
and  the  firm  taken  off  the  unfair  list. 

The  grievances  of  the  Carpenters, 
of  Chelsea,  against  the  firm  of  D.  L. 
Slade  &  Co.,  for  employing  non-union 
carpenters  upon  their  building  was  re- 
ferred to  the  State  Branch,  but  the 
firm  had  completed  its  building  before 
that  time.     The  firm  entered  into  an 
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agreement  with  your  representative  to 
employ  none  but  union  men  in  the 
future  when  doing  any  building  work. 
The  same  was  reported  to  and  ac- 
cepted by  the  Carpenters'  Union  and 
the  firm  taken  off  the  unfair  list. 

The  grievances  of  the  Bakers'  Union 
of  Boston,  against  the  firm  of  Fergu- 
son Bros,  of  Boston,  for  running  a 
non-union  bakery  and  refusing  to  al- 
low any  of  their  employees  to  join  a 
union,  was  referred  by  them  to  the 
State  Branch  and  Boston  Central  La- 
bor Union.  After  a  great  number  of 
conferences  with  the  firm,  the  result 
was  that  an  agreement  was  drawn  up 
and  signed  by  the  firm  and  committee 
which  called  for  the  hiring  of  none 
but  union  bakers,  team  drivers,  fire- 
men and  engineers,  and  for  all  wagon 
work  and  horseshoeing,  and  printing 
to  be  done  in  union  shops.  The  agree- 
ment was  reported  to  and  accepted  by 
the  unions  concerned  and  the  firm  was 
taken  off  the  unfair  list. 

The  State  Branch  was  requested  by 
the  Lawrence  Teamsters'  Union  to  as- 
sist them  in  placing  their  scale  of 
wages  before  their  employers.  The 
request  was  complied  with,  and  with 
the  local  committee  we  visited  a  large 
number  of  employers  but  failed  to 
have  any  agree  to  the  scale,  and  a 
strike  was  ordered  which  was  success- 
ful. 

The  grievance  of  the  Tube  Workers, 
of  Somerville,  against  the  American 
Tube  Co.  of  Somerville,  for  discharg- 
ing a  member  of  the  union  on  account 
of  his  acting  as  spokesman  for  a  com- 
mittee, was  referred  to  the  State 
Branch.  At  a  conference  with  the 
firm,  a  request  for  the  reinstatement 
of  the  discharged  member  was  made  ; 
also  the  firm  was  asked  to  investigate 
the  action  of  one  of  the  foremen,  and 
to  stop  giving  preference  to  non-union 
men.  The  firm  was  asked  to  make 
reply  within  two  days.  At  the  expira- 
tion of  the  time,  the  firm  asked  for 
further  time  to  consider  the  matter, 
but  the  men  claimed  that  during  the 
interval  the  firm  had  been  making 
preparations  tor  a  shut  down  and  re- 


fused to  grant  the  extension  asked 
and  ordered  a  strike.  They  were  out 
two  days,  when  an  agreement  was 
reached  which  provided  for  the  re- 
instatement of  the  discharged  mem- 
ber and  all  other  conditions  asked  for, 
and  since,  I  have  learned,  that  the 
non-union  men  that  were  the  cause  of 
the  trouble,  also  the  foreman  that  was 
to  be  investigated,  have  been  dis- 
charged. 

Representatives  of  the  State  Branch 
assisted  the  Bottlers  and  Drivers  of 
Worcester,  whereby  a  nine-hour  day 
was  obtained  without  a  strike. 

The  Bakers  of  Fall  River  asked  the 
assistance  of  the  State  Branch  in  en- 
forcing their  contract.  The  same  was 
given,  with  the  result  that  a  contract 
satisfactory  to  the  Bakers'  Union  was 
agreed  upon  between  the  union  and 
the  employers. 

With  the  assistance  of  the  State 
Branch  the  Fall  River  Daily  News 
was  unionized  and  a  paper  that  had 
opposed  organized  labor  for  years  has 
been  turned  into  a  friend. 

The  Theatrical  Stage  Employees  of 
Fitchburg,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
State  Branch,  secured  the  recognition 
of  their  union  an  an  increase  of  fifty 
per  cent  in  wages. 

FINANCES. 

The  finances  of  the  State  Branch 
are  in  a  splendid  condition,  which 
will  enable  this  organization  to  do  ef- 
fective work  in  the  future.  The  de- 
tails will  be  furnished  in  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer's  report. 

STRIKES    OF    THE    YEAR. 

The  strikes  in  Massachusetts  this 
year  have  been  more  numerous  than 
usual,  which  indicates  clearly  the  im- 
proved health  of  the  organized  labor 
movement,  for  most  everyone  of  them 
was  for  either  an  increase  of  wages  or 
a  decrease  of  the  hours  of  labor,  and 
in  a  large  number  of  cases  was  for 
both.  The  results  of  these  contests 
was  generally  in  favor  as  shown  by  re- 
turns to  this  office. 

During  the  past  year  there  has  been 
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seventy-two  strikes  reported,  of  which 
eight  were  lost,  four  still  pending,  and 
sixty  won.  Of  these  strikes  the  largest, 
most  far-reaching,  were  the  Teamsters 
sympathetic  strike  and  the  Brewery 
Workmen,  both  of  Boston.  The  Team- 
sters' strike  was  in  behalf  of  the 
Freight  Handlers  who  had  been  dis- 
charged by  the  New  York,  New  Haven 
&  Hartford  Railroad  because  they  re- 
fused to  go  upon  teams  for  freight 
that  were  driven  by  non-union  team- 
sters, the  railroad  enforcing  a  rule 
that  was  not  being  enforced  by  any 
other  railroad  going  into  Boston.  In 
the  strike  there  were  fully  fifteen 
thousand  people  involved  and  the 
business  of  Boston  was  completely 
suspended  for  four  days,  and  it  was 
only  upon  the  promise  of  the  Gover- 
nor of  this  State  that  he  would  use  all 
his  influence,  both  private  and  public, 
to  obtain  the  rescinding  of  the  obnox- 
ious rule  which  was  the  cause  of  the 
strike,  and  in  seeing  that  every  man 
that  struck  would  be  returned  to  the 
position  that  he  quit,  if  the  unions 
would  call  the  strike  off  and  order  the 
men  back  to  work.  The  strikers  hav- 
ing confidence  in  the  integrity  of  the 
Governor  and  believing  his  influence 
in  private  and  publicto  be  most  power- 
ful, accepted  him  at  his  word  and 
called  all  strikes  off  and  ordered  all 
men  to  return  to  work,  which  was 
done,  so  far  as  the  men  could  do,  and 
the  reason  why  some  of  those  strikers 
did  not  return  to  work  was  because 
they  worked  for  men,  who,  as  mem- 
bers of  the  business  men's  committee 
that  had  been  beseeching  the  strikers 
to  call  the  strike  off  in  order  to  save 
the  fair  name  of  Boston,  and  promising 
them  that  they  would  do  everything  in 
their  power  to  see  that  all  the  men  got 
their  old  places  back  again,  and  when 
the  strikers  went  to  them  for  their 
jobs  those  same  high-minded  business 
men  told  them  that  they  would  give 
them  work  when  they  had  any  but 
that  they  needed  none  now  as  they 
had  hired  men  during  the  strike.  The 
men  applied  to  the  Governor,  but  it 
was  no  use.     I    do   not   mean   to  say 


that  the  Governor  cfid  not  do  what  be 
could,  but  he  could  do  nothing,  and  I 

feel  that  it  is  quite  safe  to  say  that  the 
confidence  of  the  people  in  the  power- 
ful influence  of  the  Governor  has  re- 
ceived such  a  shock  that  never  again 
will  such  statements  and  promises  be 
permitted  to  end  a  strike. 

The  Brewery  Workmen  and  Fire- 
men's strike,  which  commenced  April 
3,  was  because  the  Master  Brewers 
demanded  that  the  Brewery  Work- 
men's Union  deprive  itself  of  the 
right  to  protect  its  members  from  un- 
fair discharge  and  the  workings  of  a 
blacklist;  the  Master  Brewers  demand- 
ing that  they  have  the  right  to  dis- 
charge for  whatever  cause  they  saw 
fit  and  that  the  Unions  agree  not  to 
do  anything  to  protect  the  members 
so  discharged,  no  matter  how  unfair 
they  think  the  discharge  to  be.  The 
Master  Brewers  would  not  recede  from 
their  stand  and  the  Brewery  Workmen 
could  not  accept  their  proposition. 
Both  sides  adjourned  their  last  con- 
ference on  March  27,  and  prepared 
for  the  contest  to  begin  April  1.  In 
the  meantime  the  officers  of  the  State 
Branch  and  Boston  Central  Labor 
Union  made  an  effort  to  get  the 
Master  Brewers  and  Brewery  Work- 
men together  again  before  the  strike 
began,  and  succeeded  in  arranging  a 
conference  ror  March  31.  That  con- 
ference lasted  for  five  or  six  hours  and 
no  change  could  be  made  in  the  posi- 
tion of  the  Master  Brewers.  The 
Brewery  Workmen  offered  to  strike 
out  of  their  contract  all  reference  to 
discharge,  thereby  giving  to  the 
Master  Brewers  the  same  conditions 
as  are  given  to  all  other  employers 
who  have  labor  contracts,  but  they 
would  not  accept,  so  the  conference 
was  ended  without  accomplishing 
anything,  and  on  the  following  Thurs- 
day the  strike  was  declared.  Every^ 
Brewery  Workman  and  Fireman  came 
out  of  the  breweries  when  called  and 
as  fast  as  any  brewery  put  a  scab  to 
work,  then  the  Engineers,  Bottlers  and 
Coopers  struck  ;  in  all  about  1500  men 
came  out.     The  strike  went  on  until 
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June  7,  when  a  conference  between 
the  strike  committee  and  the  Master- 
Brewers  was  held,  at  which  conference 
the  Master  Brewers  receded  from  their 
position  on  discharge  and  agreed  to 
recognize  the  right  of  the  unions  to 
protect  their  members  from  what  they 
believed  to  be  an  unfair  discharge, 
and  they  also  agreed  to  abolish  the 
blacklist.  Everything  was  settled 
with  the  exception  of  the  disposition 
of  some  hundreds  of  men  who  had 
been  employed  in  the  breweries  dur- 
ing the  strike.  The  Master  Brewers 
demanded  that  they  be  taken  into  the 
unions.  The  strike  committee  refused, 
and  the  strike  was  again  on  and  so  it 
continued  until  Sept.  12,  when  an 
agreement  was  reached  and  signed  by 
both  sides  in  which  the  Master  Brew- 
ers agreed  to  put  back  upon  the  pay 
roll  every  man  who  came  out  on  strike, 
or  was  locked  out  in  connection  with 
the  strike,  and  pay  them  whether  they 
had  any  work  for  them  or  not.  The 
Master  Brewers  also  to  discharge 
every  person  in  their  employ  not  under 
contract,  and  the  question  of  retaining 
those  under  contract  shall  be  left  to 
the  State  Board  of  Arbitration  to 
determine.  Their  decision  is  as  follows: 

The  board  finds  in  substance  that 
while  it  would  be  desirable  for  the 
Master  Brewers  to  keep  nearly  all  the 
men  who  helped  them  out  during  the 
strike,  and  that  the  request  to  have 
the  men  admitted  to  the  unions  does 
not  seem  unreasonable,  yet  the  board 
feels  unwilling  to  dictate  to  the  unions 
regarding  their  membership. 

Therefore,  as  an  examination  of  the 
laws  of  the  unions  seems  to  show  they 
are  open  to  all  men  of  good  character 
and  record,  the  board  recommends 
that  such  men  as  the  employers  wish 
admitted,  including  all  former  mem- 
bers, be  passed  upon,  each  application 
upon  its  merits. 

The  board  decides  that  the  terms 
be  those  usually  made  under  ordinary 
circumstances  and  not  punitive  or 
prohibitive,  and  that  without  preju- 
dice. 

Hence    the    Brewery    strikers   win 


every  point  in  contention.  They  re- 
tain the  right  to  protect  their  mem- 
bers from  unjust  attack;  they  abolish 
the  blacklist;  they  placed  back  upon 
the  pay  roll  every  man  that  came  out; 
and  they  accept  into  membership  in 
their  unions  only  such  people  as  they 
themselves  elect  and  upon  such  terms 
as  they  themselves  decide. 

In  the  name  of  Organized  Labor  of 
of  Massachusetts,  I  congratulate  the 
Boston  Brewery  strikers  upon  their 
magnificent  fight  they  made  for  22 
weeks  in  behalf  of  union  principles ; 
and  again  I  congratulate  them  upon 
the  magnificent  victory  attained. 

In  the  former  part  of  July  the  Mas- 
ter Brewers  made  application  for  in- 
j  unction  against  all  the  striking  unions, 
and  the  Boston  Central  Labor  Union, 
Boston  Building  Trades  Council  and 
the  State  Branch.  A  lawyer  had  to 
be  retained  and  the  State  Branch 
joined  with  the  other  organizations, 
and  by  vote  of  the  Executive  Council 
appropriated  the  sum  of  two  $200.00 
towards  its  share  of  the  expenses. 
The  bill  for  the  case  is  twenty-two 
hundred  dollars,  a  thousand  of  which 
has  been  paid,  and  I  would  suggest 
that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  de- 
termine what  portion  of  that  amount 
should  be  paid  by  the  State  Branch, 
and  how  the  amount  to  be  paid  by  us 
should  be  raised. 


SHORTER    HOURS. 

Again  I  am  pleased  to  say  that  I  am 
able  to  report  that  the  movement  for 
shorter  hours  is  being  kept  to  the 
front  by  the  workers  of  this  State,  for 
upward  of  80  unions  reported  to  this 
office  their  success  in  reducing  the 
hours  of  labor  in  their  industry.  Ten 
hours  is  fast  becoming  a  condition  of 
the  past,  and  eight  hours  the  recog- 
nized day.  Continue  the  agitation  for 
shorter  hours,  not  only  because  by  so 
you  create  work  for  more  and  lessen 
the  number  of  unemployed,  but  it  also 
furnishes  the  opportunity  for  improved 
education  and  with  it  improved  con- 
ditions of  labor. 
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HIGHER  DUES. 

One  of  the  mistakes  which  a  num- 
ber of  new  unions,  and,  I  regret  to  say, 
some  of  the  old  ones  make,  is  believing 
that  cheap  dues  are  attractive  and  by 
that  means  can  large  numbers  be  at- 
tained, forgetting  that  where  the  dues 
are  low,  no  surplus  exists  ;  no  benefits 
are  given  to  its  members  when  attacked 
by  their  opponents.  They  seem  to 
forget  that  an  organization  in  that 
condition  is  a  subject  of  attack,  be- 
cause it  is  in  that  weak  condition.  So, 
remove  the  weakness  by  increasing 
the  dues  ;  get  a  good  surplus  ;  start  a 
chain  of  benefits  for  your  members  in 
misfortune,  and  thereby  strengthen 
your  union  so  as  to  make  greater  pro- 
gress in  the  future  and  make  the  pro- 
gress with  less  opposition. 

UNION    LABELS. 

In  what  better  manner  can  we  as- 
sist our  sister  organizations  with  the 
same  ease  to  ourselves  and  complete- 
ness to  our  brothers  than  by  demand- 
the  Union  Label  upon  all  things 
purchased  by  us  ?  It  costs  us  nothing 
to  make  the  demand,  and,  on  the  con- 
trary, gives  us  the  assurance  that  we 
are  receiving  a  better  article  for  the 
same  money,  besides  giving  us  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  we  are 
aiding  in  the  maintenance  of  union 
conditions,  union  pay  and  union  em- 
ployes in  the  industry  governing  the 
articles  purchased.  So  demand  the 
Union  Label,  at  all  times  and  in  all 
places. 

OUR   UNFAIR    LIST. 

Upon  our  unfair  list  the  Boston 
Theatre  still  keeps  its  place.  It  does 
seem  that  organized  labor  is  not  doing 
its  duty  when  that  theatre  can  run  so 
long  upon  non-union  conditions.  In 
the  early  part  of  this  year  the  officers 
made  an  effort  to  meet  the  manager 
of  the  Boston  Theatre  in  order  to  talk 
over  the  difficulty  and  try  and  bring 
about  a  settlement,  but  he  declined  to 
meet  your  committee  and  furthermore 
declined  to  answer  letters  sent  to  him 
by  them.     So  let  us  all  make  renewed 


efforts  to  cause  our  fellow  members  to 
so  act  as  to  compel  the  Boston  Thea- 
tre to  run  under  union  conditions. 

Hood's  Rubbers  aie  still  unfair. 
This  firm,  in  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
sought  a  conference  with  the  officers 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
with  a  view  of  bringing  about  a  settle- 
ment of  the  difficulty  between  them 
and  the  Rubber  Workers'  Union. 
Vice-President  Duncan  was  appointed 
to  represent  the  A.  F.  of  L.  and  Rub- 
ber Workers'  Union  in  the  negotia- 
tions that  were  to  follow  and  after  a 
number  of  conferences  and  letters  had 
passed  between  the  representatives  of 
both  sides  an  agreement  was  ai rived 
at  to  go  into  effect  June  i .  When  the 
time  came,  however,  the  firm  refused 
to  carry  out  one  of  the  conditions  it 
had  agreed  to,  and  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  again  placed  all 
Hood's  rubbers  upon  the  unfair  list. 

When  organized  labor  will  do  its 
duty,  Hood's  rubbers  will  be  union- 
ized. See  that  organized  labor  does 
its  duty. 

Special  efforts  are  being  made  by 
the  tobacco  trust  to  crush  out  the 
Cigarmakers'  union  label  and  I  would 
not  consume  the  time  in  calling  your 
attention  to  it,  were  it  not  for  the  fact 
that  a  large  part  of  organized  labor 
seemed  indifferent  to  the  conditions 
that  exist  in  the  cigar  industry.  The 
Cigarmakers  have  a  right  to  expect 
the  united  support  of  all  the  organiza- 
tions in  their  fight  against  the  trust. 
They  ask  for  no  money,  or  no  loss  of 
time,  they  will  supply  both.  All  they 
demand  of  the  organized  workers  is 
that,  at  all  times  and  in  all  places 
where  cigars  are  sold,  none  be  pur- 
chased except  those  bearing  the  blue 
label  of  the  Cigarmakers'  Union.  Let 
organized  labor  do  that,  and  the  Cigar- 
makers' Union  will  have  no  fear  of  the 
trust. 

STATE  LEGISLATION. 

Legislation  in  behalf  of  labor  was  a 
very  scarce  article  in  Massachusetts 
this  year.  The  State  Branch  did  all 
that  was  possible  to  further  such  legis- 
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lation,  making  special  efforts  on  the 
Initiative,  Referendum  and  Picketting 
bills,  as  will  be  shown  in  the  report 
to  be  made  by  your  Legislative  Com- 
mittee. 

NATIONAL     LEGISLATION. 

The  bills  of  interest  to  labor  now 
before  Congress  and  for  which  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  re- 
quests the  support  of  all  the  labor 
organizations  throughout  the  country, 
are  the  Eight  Hour  Bill,  and  the  Musi- 
cians' bill,  also  Prison  Labor.  The  first 
and  latter  are  thoroughly  understood 
and  the  Musicians'  Bill  is  equally  meri- 
torious, although  only  applying  to  one 
craft.  It  aims  to  prevent  enlisted 
men  in  the  pay  of  the  Government, 
and  who  receive  their  uniforms  and  in- 
struments and  music  free,  from  com- 
peting with  civilian  musicians,  which 
they  are  now  doing  to  the  great  detri- 
ment of  the  civilians.  By  seeing  that 
your  representatives  support  these 
bills  their  passage  is  assured. 

COMPULSORY   ARBITRATION. 

Compulsory  arbitration  is,  at  the 
present  time,  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant questions  for  organized  labor  to 
deal  with.  On  account  of  the  condi- 
tions of  affairs  at  the  present,  it  is 
giving  its  champions  an  opportunity 
they  have  been  looking  for  of  pressing 
it  upon  public  attention  and  trying  to 
convince  that  public  that  only  through 
compulsory  arbitration  can  industrial 
peace  be  obtained,  and  all  they  want 
is  peace,  whether  it  is  the  peace  of 
Warsaw  or  any  other  kind.  They 
care  nothing  for  conditions  as  long  as 
they  have  peace  based  on  justice  and 
because  we  do,  we  are  opposed  to 
compulsory  arbitration,  and  I  hope 
that  this  convention  will  make  itself 
heard  upon  this  question  in  a  clear 
and  positive  declaration. 

Death  of  John  F.  O'Sullivan. 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  have  to  an- 
nounce the  death  of  John  F.  O'Sulli- 
van, a  past  officer  of  this  organization. 
In  losing  him  we  have  lost  one  of  the 


most  active  men  in  the  ranks  of  organ- 
ized labor  in  this  country  ;  one  who 
was  always  ready  to  assist  any  and  all 
unions  ;  and  the  result  of  whose  work 
was  felt  by  all.  In  his  death  we  have 
lost  a  faithful  champion  and  friend. 
The  State  Branch  was  represented 
at  his  funeral  by  a  committee  and  a 
floral  offering  placed  upon  his  bier  in 
your  name. 

I  would  suggest  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  draw  up  suitable  reso- 
lutions, expressing  the  sentiments  of 
this  convention  upon  the  death  of  our 
late  brother,  and  devise  ways  for 
honoring  his  memory  and  paying 
proper  tribute  to  his  work. 

UNAFFILIATED    LOCALS. 

There  are  in  this  State"  over  one 
thousand  local  unions,  and  in  order 
that  the  work  of  the  State  Branch  be 
properly  done,  every  one  of  these 
locals  should  become  affiliated  with 
the  State  Branch.  Every  union  in 
this  State  receives  the  benefits  of  the 
work  of  the  State  Branch  in  equal  pro- 
portion, so  each  should  assume  equal 
responsibilities.  What  a  great  and 
grand  power  the  organized  workers 
of  this  Stale  would  become  if  we  could 
concentrate  the  efforts  of  those  thou- 
sand locals?  How  long  before  we  could 
make  it  two  thousand?  So  when  you 
go  to  your  home,  make  it  your  busi- 
ness to  see  that  all  locals  in  your  town 
or  city  join  the  State  Branch. 

WOMAN    LABOR. 

With  the  constant  increasing  of  the 
number  of  women  engaged  in  the 
different  lines  of  industry,  and  with 
no  corresponding  increase  in  their 
membership  in  labor  organizations,  it 
seems  to  me  that  something  should  be 
done  to  bring  about  the  desired 
change.  Working  women,  like  work- 
ing men,  can  only  obtain  such  condi- 
tions of  labor  as  they  are  in  a  posilion 
to  demand,  and  like  men  acting  indi- 
vidually and  alone  they  can  demand 
nothing,  but  have  to  accept  what  is 
offered.  Women  can  organize  as  well 
as  men,  and  will  organize  when  they 
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understand  more  thoroughly  the  aims 
and  objects  of  trade  unionism.  With 
that  end  in  view,  I  believe  that  this 
convention  should  make  some  special 
provisions  to  accomplish  their  organi- 
vation. 

GOVERNMENT   WORK. 

The  government  should  set  an  ex- 
ample to  all  citizens  in  its  treatment 
of  its  employes,  and  should,  therefore, 
demand  that  union  conditions  exist 
upon  all  work  that  is  done  by  it  or  for 
it.  That  the  people  (and  they  are  the 
ones  who  pay  the  bills)  are  desirous 
of  according  the  most  liberal  treat- 
ment to  their  employes  is  shown  in 
the  manner  in  which  they  voted  upon 
applying  the  eight  hour  law  to  govern- 
ment work.  The  organized  workers 
of  every  town  and  city  should  have  a 
committee  whose  business  it  should 
be  to  watch  all  contracts  for  govern- 
ment work  and  endeavor  to  have  a 
clause  inserted  protecting  home  labor. 

GOVERNMENT    BY    INJUNCTION. 

Government  by  injunction  has  taken 
the  place  of  government  by  statute 
law  in  this  State  as  well  as  others  on 
matters  pertaining  to  organized  labor 
Hardly  a  strike  of  any  kind,  for  any 
cause  whatever,  can  take  place  now 
without  an  application  for  an  injunc- 
tion being  made,  and  just  as  sure  as  it 
is  made,  so  sure  is  it  granted. 

I  would  therefore  recommend  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  to  consider 
all  matters  pertaining  to  injunctions, 
and  report  to  this  body  for  some  plan 
for  the  bringing  about  of  the  abolition 
of  the  injunction  in  labor  disputes. 

POLITICAL   ACTION. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  talk  about 
the  necessity  of  taking  political  action. 
I  believe  that  every  citizen  should 
cast  his  ballot  in  accordance  with  the 
dictates  of  his  own  conscience  and 
not  at  the  bequests  of  any  political 
party  convention,  and  when  that  is 
done  the  end  of  political  corruption 
and  dishonesty  will  be  in  sight,  for 
then  men  will  be  elected  to  office  on 


their  merits  and  ability  and  not  on  ac- 
count of  their  connection  with  any 
political  party,  or  because  the  name 
of  some  political  party  heads  the 
ticket  upon  which  they  stand.  Re- 
move party  nomination,  and  you 
remove  the  head  centre  of  govern- 
ment and  corruption.  Hence  it  should 
be  the  aim  of  the  delegates  to  this 
convention  to  see  that  the  Trade 
Union  movement  of  Massachusetts  is 
kept  free  from  any  alliance  with,  or 
endorsement,  of  any  political  party. 
Wherever  such  alliance  or  endorse- 
ment has  taken  place,  nothing  but 
disaster  has  followed  to  the  Trade 
Union,  for  in  taking  such  a  course, 
not  only  does  it  fail  in  its  efforts  to 
compel  men  to  vote  tickets  which 
they  do  not  wish  to,  but  it  drives  those 
men  out  of  the  Trade  Union  move- 
ment, and  the  only  results  that  are  at- 
tained are  not  to  make  stronger  the 
political  party  that  seeks  to  capture 
the  Trade  Union,  but  the  weakening 
and  demoralizing  of  the  organization 
and  the  setting  back  and  retarding 
the  natural  progress  of  the  Labor 
movement,  so  keep  the  Trade  Union 
movement  a  Trade  movement,  pure 
and  simple. 

SECKETARY-TREASURER. 

I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
convention  to  the  great  growth  of  the 
State  Branch  and  to  the  corresponding 
growth  of  the  work  of  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  and  without  any  expansion 
of  his  salary.  And  as  all  indications 
point  to  a  still  greater  growth  of  the 
State  Branch  and  the  work  of  the 
Secretary-Treasurer,  I  would  recom- 
mend that  the  salary  of  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer  be  made  more  commen- 
surate with  the  work  of  his  office. 

STRIKING   MINERS. 

On  September  22,  the  following 
circular  was  sent  to  all  organizations 
in  their  behalf,  and  I  am  most  pleased 
to  report  that  it  is  meeting  with  a 
most  gratifying  reception. 
To  Organized  Labor  of  Massachu- 
setts. Greeting:  —  In  the  name 
of  humanity  and  Trade  Unionism  we 
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appeal  to  you  to  render  such  assist- 
ance as  is  in  your  power  to  the  strik- 
ing miners  in  the  anthracite  coal 
fields.  For  nearly  four  months  150,000 
men  have  been  on  strike  demanding  a 
living  wage  and  decent  conditions  of 
labor,  both  of  which  are  denied  them. 
The  mine  owners  have  refused  to  con- 
fer upon  or  discuss  the  men's  griev- 
ances with  anybody  and  deny  to  the 
mine  workers  their  right  to  organize 
for  their  own  protection,  and  the  only 
reply  they  make  to  requests  for  a  con- 
ference between  them  and  the  work- 
men upon  existing  differences  has 
been,  "  We  have  nothing  to  arbitrate." 

We  ask  you  to  give  to  the  striking 
miners  all  financial  aid  possible,  and 
that  you  continue  that  support  until 
the  mine  owners  have  been  compelled 
to  work  American  mines  upon  Ameri- 
can conditions.  This  can  be  done  by 
all  labor  organizations  giving  the 
proper  support  to  the  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America  in  the  grand  fight 
they  are  making  for  mankind.  So 
let  every  organization  do  its  duty  and 
do  it  quickly.  Make  a  contribution 
at  every  meeting  no  matter  how  small 
it  may  be,  but  be  sure  to  make  a  con- 
tribution. 

Send  all  moneys  to  W.  B.  Wilson, 
Secretary-Treasurer  of  United  Mine 
Workers  of  America,  Rooms  1101  and 
1 103  Stevenson  Building,  Indianapolis, 
Indiana,  and  notify  D.  D.  Driscoll, 
Secretary-Treasurer,  Massachusetts 
State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  78  East 
Canton  Street,  Boston,  Mass.,  of 
amounts  sent. 

Hoping  that  Massachusetts  will 
perform  its  part  in  this  great  contest 
for  human  rights, 

I  am  yours  in  the  Cause  of  Labor, 
Frank  H.  McCarthy,  President, 
Mass.  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L. 


Since  that  time  a  conference  has 
been  held  between  the  Mine  Workers 
and  Mine  Operators  and  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  It  is  un- 
necessary for  me  to  tell  you  the  result 
of  that  conference,  for  the  whole 
nation  was  witness  to  the  arrogance  of 
the  Mine  Operators.  But  one  thing 
is  left  to  be  done,  support  the  mine 
workers  so  as  to  enable  them  to  stay 
out  Send  in  contributions  at  every 
meeting  of  your  union.  Enable  the 
miners  to  continue  striking  and  the 
operators  will  eventually  be  compelled 
to  run  the  mines  or  somebody  else  will 
run  them  for  them. 

IN    CONCLUSION. 

In  bringing  this  report  to  a  close,  I 
want  to  congratulate  the  delegates 
upon  their  being  in  attendance  at  the 
largest  convention  ever  held  in  the 
history  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Branch  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  It  tells  the 
story  of  the  progress  of  the  Trade 
Union  movement  in  this  State  and 
proclaims  in  loud  tones  the  splendid 
work  that  has  been  performed  the 
past  year  by  your  officers  and  organ- 
izers throughout  the  State,  and,  as  I 
am  retiring  from  office,  I  wish  to 
thank  the  members  of  the  Executive 
Council,  Secretary-Treasurer,  the  Or- 
ganizers, and  the  Trade  Unionists  of 
the  State  whom  I  have  met  in  their 
respective  cities  and  towns,  for  the 
uniform  kindness  with  which  I  have 
always  been  met  and  for  the  active 
assistance  and  co-operation  at  all 
times  so  freely  given,  and  sincerely  I 
hope  that  my  successor  will  be  treated 
with  the  same  kindness,  courtesy  and 
consideration  that  it  has  always  been 
my  good  fortune  to  receive  at  your 
hands. 

Yours  truly, 
Frank  H.  McCarthy 
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SECRETARY-TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


The  Secretary-Treasurer  read  his 
report  which  was  referred,  in  part, 
to  Finance  Committee;  in  part  to  the 
Committee  on  Laws,  and  part  to  the 
Committee  on  Report  of  Executive 
Council. 

Fellow  Delegates  :  — 

I  submit  to  you  the  following  re- 
port for  year  ending  September  30, 
1902 : 

In  Bank,  Oct.  1st,  1901,     -    $583.41 
On  hand,  Oct.  1st,  1901,    -       14463 


MONEY    PAID   OUT. 


Total, 


'28.04 


MONEY    RECEIVED. 


October,  1901, 

- 

-  $82.46 

November,  1.901,    - 

- 

-  103.81 

December,  1901,    - 

- 

-  245-54 

January,  1902, 

- 

-  107.36 

February,  1902, 

- 

-     98.69 

March,  1902, 

- 

-  264.31 

April,  1902,    - 

- 

-  114.40 

Ma)%  1902,     - 

- 

-  I39-I9 

June,  1902,     - 

- 

-  293.36 

July,  1902,      - 

- 

-  325-59 

August,  1902, 

- 

-  129-99 

September,  1902,  - 

-  423-58 

Total  receipts,   - 

$3,056.32 

Total  expense,   - 

2,450.04 

In  Bank, 

$300.91 

On  hand  at  the  present  ti: 

me,   305-37 

Interest  on  money  in 

Bank,         8.66 

October,  1901, 
November,  1901,  - 
December,  1901,  - 
January,  1902, 
February,  1902,   - 
March,  1902, 
April,  1902,  - 
May,  1902,   - 
June,  1902,  - 
July,  1902,    - 
August,  1902, 
September,  1902, 

Total,  - 


-  $112.61 

-  97-9o 

-  293.73 

-  152.16 

-  i34-26 

-  267.47 
130'.  10 

-  96.52 

-  162.96 

-  186.25 

-  491-75 

-  324-33 

$2,450.04 


The  total  receipts  for  each  quarter 
are  as  follows  : 

On  hand  Oct.  1,  1901,     -  -  $728.04 

Oct.,  Nov.,  Dec,  1901,  -    431.81 

Jan.,  Feb.,  March,  1902,  -    470  36 

Apr.,  May,  June,  1902,  -     546.95 

July,  Aug.,  Sept.,  1902,  -    879.16 

Total,  -        -        -        -  $3,056.32 

Expenses    for    each  quarter  are  as 
follows  : 

Oct.,  Nov.,  Dec,  1901,  -  S504.24 

Jan.,  Feb.,  March,  1902,  -     55389 

Apr.,  May,  June,  1902,  -     389.58 

July,  Aug.,  Sept.,  1902.  -  1.002.33 


Total,  - 


$2,450.04 


'14-94 


At  the  closing  of  the  last  conven- 
tion, I  dropped  twenty-two  local 
unions  from  the  roll  of  affiliation, 
many  owing  twelve    months  or  more 
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per    capita    tax    at    that   time.     The 

names  of  the  same  should  not  be  read 

or  published,  as  I  believe  more  hard 

work  would   bring   them,   and    many 

others,   to  reaffiliate    with   our    State 

Branch.     This  left  one  hundred  and 

thirty-four  local  unions  and  fourteen 

central  labor  unions  affiliated,  mak- 
ing a  total  of  one  hundred  and  forty- 
eight  affiliations. 

The  following  unions  are  on  the  roll 

of  organization  on  our  books: 

Amalgamated    Association   of   Street 
Railway   Employes,  22,  Worcester. 

Bakers,  4,  Boston. 

Bakers   and   Confectionery  Workers, 
180,  Brockton. 

Bakers,  203,  North  Adams. 

Bakers,  99,  Fall  River. 

Bakers,  72,  Worcester. 

Brewery  Workers,  29,  Boston. 

Brewery  Workers,  14,  Boston. 

Brewery  Workers,  123,  Holyoke. 

Brewery  Workers,  136,  Worcester. 

Brewery  Workers,  99,  Springfield. 

Bottlers  and  Drivers,  122,  Boston. 

Bottlers  and  Drivers,  190,  Lowell. 

Bottlers  and  Drivers,  143,  Springfield. 

Bottlers  and  Drivers,  180,  Worcester. 

Bartenders,  yy,  Boston. 

Bartenders,  125,  North  Adams. 

Bartenders,  81,  Holyoke. 

Bartenders,  114,  Pittsfield. 

Bartenders,  86,  Lynn. 

Bartenders,  6y,  Springfield. 

Bartenders,  91,  Newburyport. 

Bartenders,  147,  Greenfield. 

Bartenders,  95,  Worcester. 

Barbers,  30,  Springfield. 

Barbers,  144,  Mil  ford. 

Barbers,  153,  Holyoke. 

Barbers,  186,  Worcester. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers.   152,   Brook- 
field. 

Boot   and    Shoe   Workers,   238,    New 
Bedford. 

Boot  and  Shoe  Workers,  230,  Conway. 

Boot   and    Shoe  Workers,   175,  New- 
buryport. 

Bleachery  Workers,  921 1,  Lowell. 

Book  Binders,  14,  Holyoke. 

Boot  Blacks,  Holyoke. 

Cigarmakers,  97,  Boston. 

Cigarmakers,  206,  North  Adams. 


Cigarmakers,  28,  Westfield. 
Cigarmakers,  49,  Springfield. 
Cigarmakers,  92,  Worcester. 
Cigarmakers,  51,  Holyoke, 
Cigarmakers,  396,  Northampton. 
Carpenters,  33,  Boston. 
Carpenters,  49,  Lowell. 
Carpenters,  386,  Dorchester. 
Carpenters,  846,  Revere. 
Coal    Teamsters    and     Helpers,     21, 

Boston. 
Coal   Teamsters   and    Helpers,    170, 

Boston. 
Coal  Teamsters,  314,  Maiden. 
Carriage    and    Wagon     Workers,    9, 

Boston. 
Core  Makers,  15,  Worcester. 
Coopers,  58,  Boston. 
Cigar   and   Tobacco  Strippers,  8156, 

Boston. 
City  Employes,  8279,  Cambridge. 
Clothing  Cutters  and  Trimmers,  132 

Boston. 
Coopers,  89,  Boston. 
Cooks,  98,  Springfield. 
Engineers,  16,  Boston. 
Elastic  Web  Weavers,  Brockton. 
Elastic  Goring  Weavers,  Easthampton. 
Electrical  Workers,  103,  Boston. 
Electrical  Workers,  104,  Boston. 
Electrical  Workers,  185,  Boston. 
Electrical  Workers,  Springfield. 
Edge    Trimmers     and     Setters,    n8, 

Brockton. 
Firemen,  3,  Boston.    - 
Firemen,  14,  Lowell. 
Firemen,  4,  Holyoke. 
Federal   Labor  Union,  6064,  Boston. 
Federal    Labor  Union,  8217,  Boston. 
Freight  Clerks,  7317,  Boston. 
Finishers,  37,  Brockton. 
General    Wagon    Drivers,  28,  Green- 
field. 
Horseshoers,  5,  Boston. 
Housesmiths     and     Structural     Iron 

Workers,  4,  Boston. 
Hoisting    and     Portable     Engineers, 

Boston. 
Icemen's  Protective,  171,  Boston. 
Lasters,  59,  Marlboro. 
Lasters,  190,  Brockton. 
Leather  Workers,  Lowell. 
Longshoremen,  Newburyport. 
Metal  Polishers,  30,  Springfield. 
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Metal  Polishers,  80,  Westfield. 

Metal  Polishers,  50,  Waltham. 

Metal  Polishers,  151,  Worcester. 

Metal  Polishers,  65,  Haydenville. 

Machinists,  264,  Boston. 

Machinists,  138,  Lowell. 

Machinists,  409,  Fitchburg. 

Musicians,  83,  Lowell. 

Mule  Spinners,  New  Bedford. 

Meat  Handlers,  Boston. 

Painters,  338,  Norwood. 

Painters,  211,  Greenfield. 

Painters,  1  ri,  Lynn. 

Pavers,  1,  Boston. 

Printing  Pressmen,  85,  Springfield. 

Plumbers,  176,  Holyoke. 

Paper  Workers,  1,  Holyoke. 

Quarry  Workers,  8233,  Bay  View. 

Rubber  Workers,  8622,  Cambridge. 

Retail  Clerks,  256,  Springfield. 

Retail  Clerks,  85,  Holyoke. 

Retail  Clerks,  Chelsea. 

Saw  Makers,  7173,  Fitchburg. 

Steam  Fitters  and  Helpers,  25,  Wor- 
cester. 

Steam  Fitters,  22,  Boston. 

Sole  Fasteners,  in,  Brockton. 

Stitchers,  44,  Brockton. 

Sole  Leather  Workers,  74,  Brockton. 

Stove  Molders,  39,  Taunton. 

Stove  Mounters,  41,  Chelsea. 

Structural  Iron  Workers,  Springfield. 

Team  Drivers,  25,  Boston. 

Team  Drivers,  54,  Springfield. 

Team  Drivers,  Newburyport. 

Team  Drivers,  262,  Lawrence. 

Team  Drivers,  191,  Charlestown. 

Tailors,  26,  Springfield. 

Typographical,  316,  North  Adams. 

Typographical,  13,  Boston. 

Typographical,  224,  Brockton. 

Typographical,  253,  Holyoke. 

Typographical,  310,  Lowell. 

Theatrical  Mechanics,  Boston. 

Table  Knife  Grinders,  6,  Bay  State. 

United  Hatters,  Boston. 

Upper  Leather  Cutters,  35,  Brockton. 

Weavers,  156,  Holyoke. 

Wood  and  Wire  Lathers,  25,  Spring- 
field. 

CENTRAL   LABOR   UNION'S. 

Boston  Central  Labor  Union. 
Westfield  Central  Labor  Union. 


Northampton   Central  Labor   Union. 
Milford  Central  Labor  Union. 
Worcester  Central  Labor  Union. 
Holyoke  Central  Labor  Union. 
Springfield  Central  Labor  Union. 
Lawrence  Central  Labor  Union. 
North  Adams  Central  Labor  Union. 
Brockton  Central  Labor  Union. 
Pittsfield  Central  Labor  Union. 
Fitchburg  Central  Labor  Union. 
Lynn  Central  Labor  Union. 
Fall  River  Central  Labor  Union. 
Lowell  Central  Labor  Union. 

The    following    local   unions  have 
affiliated  since  the  last  convention  : 
Vampers,  256,  Brockton.     Dec.  1901. 
Musicians,   96,   North    Adams.    Jan. 

1902. 
Coal    Teamsters    and     Helpers,    95, 

Hyde  Park.     Feb.  1902. 
Stockmen,  9592,  Boston.     Feb.  1902. 
Bartenders,  1 16,  Chicopee.    Feb.  1902. 
Sewer  Workers,  9588,   Boston.     Feb. 

1902. 
Curriers    and   Tanners,    19,   Maiden. 

Jan.  1902. 
Fish  Skinners  and  Handlers,  Glouces- 
ter.    Feb.  1902. 
Team  Drivers,  72,  Lowell.     Feb.  1902. 
Riggers  and  Scrapers,  9599,  Glouces- 
ter.    Feb.  1902. 
Wood  Workers,  197,  Gloucester.    Feb. 

1902. 
Machine  Stone  Plane  Workers,  9603, 

Boston.     Feb.  1902. 
Team      Drivers,      266,      Gloucester. 

March,  1902. 
Team  Drivers,  196,  Worcester.  March, 

1902. 
Gold  Beaters,  9612,  Boston.     March, 

1902. 
Barbers,     375,     Gloucester.      March, 

1902. 
Leather      Workers,      29,      Norwood. 

March,  1902. 
Leather  Workers,  30,  Woburn.  March, 

1902. 
Shirt  Waist  and  Laundry  Workers,  4, 

Worcester.     April,  1902. 
Steam  Fitters,  41,  Fitchburg.     April, 

1902. 
Grocery  and  Provision  Clerks,  Boston. 

March.  1902. 
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Team    Drivers,    234,    Salem.     April, 

1902. 
Longshoremen,  305,  Gloucester.  April, 

1902. 
Retail  Clerks,  572,  Gloucester.     May, 

1902.  ' 
Fish    Trimmers    and    Sorters,    9623, 

Gloucester.     May,  1902. 
Stationary  Firemen,  101,  Salem.  June, 

1903. 
Carpenters,   794,    Leominster.     June, 

1902. 
Shirt  Waist  and  Laundry  Workers,  12, 

Leominster.     July,  1902. 
Paper  Hangers,  258,   Boston.     June, 

1902. 
Drop-Forgers   and    Hammermen,  47, 

Boston.     June,  1902. 
Machinists,    339,     Worcester.    June, 

1902. 
Federal   Labor   Union,   9477    Lenox. 

July,  1902. 
Tube  Workers  of  America,  5,  Somer- 

ville.     July,  1902. 
Cigarmakers,    226,    Haverhill.     July, 

1902. 
Car  Workers,  34,  Salem.     July,  1902. 
Horseshoers,    16,    Springfield.     June, 

1902. 
Engineers,  1 1 1,  Brockton.     Aug.  1902. 
Fish     Handlers    and    Cutters,    9506, 

Boston.     July,   1902. 
Boot  and  Shoe  Workers,  48,  Rockland. 

Sept.  1902. 
Horseshoers,    161.    Marlboro.      July, 

1902. 
Freight  Handlers,  365,  Taunton.  Aug. 

1902. 
Wood   Workers,   24,    Boston,       Sept. 

1902. 
Treers,  36,  Brockton.     Sept.  1902. 
Musicians,  138,  Brockton.    Sept.  1902. 
Laundry     Workers,     64,      Brockton. 

Sept.  1992. 
Firemen,  47,    Brockton.     Sept.    1902. 
Bakers,  28,  Russell.     Aug.  1902. 
Drop    Forgers  and  Hammermen,  59, 

Springfield.     Oct.  1902. 
Blacksmiths,    216,    Brockton.      Sept. 

1902. 
Metal   Lathers,   Boston      Sept.   1902. 
Team  Drivers,  Brockton.     Sept.  1902. 


CENTRAL    LABOR    UNIONS. 

Central  Labor  Union,  New  Bedford. 

Jan.  1902. 
Central     Labor    Union,     Greenfield. 

March,  1902. 
Central  Labor  Union,  Quincy.  March, 

1902. 
Central  Labor  Union,  Salem.     April, 

1902. 
Central     Labor    Union,    Gloucester. 

May,  1902. 
Central    Labor    Union,    Cambridge. 

June,  1902. 
Central  Labor  Union,  Haverhill.  Aug. 

1902. 

The  following  unions  have  with- 
drawn : 

Sheet  and  Metal  Polishers,  27,  Spring- 
field. 
Painters,  2,  North  Adams. 
Painters,  299,  Chicopee, 
Carpenters,  67,  Roxbury. 
Painters,  257,  Springfield. 

The  unions  disbanded  are  as  follows: 
Leather  Shavers,  Lowell. 
Electrical  Workers,  Brockton. 
Cigarmakers,  447,  Pittsfield. 
Printworkers,  8078,  Lowell. 

We  have  visited  many  unions  in  our 
State  trying  to  have  them  affiliate 
with  the  State  Branch,  and  in  numer- 
ous cases  were  successful.  We  have 
now  on  our  books  183  local  unions 
and  21  central  labor  unions. 

A  great  many  circulars  have  been 
mailed  out  this  year.  I  received  from 
the  State  Board  of  Statistics  one 
thousand  addresses  of  labor  organiza- 
tions in  our  State,  and  also  received 
from  the  secretaries  of  the  central 
labor  unions  addresses  of  the  secre- 
taries and  local  unions  in  their  cities 
in  our  State.  I  have  used  these  for 
correspondence  in  publishing  the 
names  of  unfair  firms  and  matters  of 
interest  to  organized  labor,  and  bills 
of  interest  to  organized  labor,  intro- 
duced in  the  legislature. 

Every  union  in  the  State  received 
printed     circulars     and      application 
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blanks  twice  this  year,  asking  them 
to  become  affiilated, which  has  brought 
very  good  results.  I  also  mailed  every 
affiliated  body  affiliation  blanks  to 
show  they  were  connected  with  the 
State  Branch. 

Some  of  the  circulars  mailed  out 
are  as  follows : 

Boston  theatre  on  the  unfair  list; 
application  notices  and  blanks  with 
matters  pertaining  to  direct  legislation 
and  the  bill  before  the  legislature  called 
the  "Picketting  Bill";  the  Brewery 
Workers'  strike,  and  the  Boston  brew- 
ers on  the  unfair  list;  records  of  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature  on  direct  legis- 
lation, Picketting  Bill  and  against 
overtime  for  women  in  factories  from 
6  p.m.  to  6  a.m.;  Trimo  wrenches  un- 
fair; appeal  for  striking  miners  ;  pro- 
ceedings of  last  convention  and  many 
others. 

Notices  of  per  capita  tax  were  sent 
out  monthly,  skipping  one  month. 

I  mailed  call  for  this  convention  to 
every  secretary  of  such  local  union 
as  I  could  locate,  whether  affiliated  or 
not.  I  also  sent  postal  cards  asking 
all  unions  to  be  represented  at  the 
hearing  on  the  Picketting  Bill.  Your 
officers  worked  hard  in  order  to  have 
a  well  attended  meeting,  which  was  a 
great  success  of  the  work  of  the  legis- 
lative committee  and  your  executive 
officers  and  the  Boston  Central  Labor 
union. 

The  officers  of  the  State  Branch 
have  organized  many  new  unions 
during  the  past  year,  about  which  the 
president  will  read  in  his  report,  and 
they  have  also  assisted  in  building  up 
old  ones. 

We  have  always  corresponded  with 
unfair  firms  with  the  object  of  trying 
to  settle  disputes.  We  have  also 
acted  at  all  times  upon  many  commit- 
tees for  the  interest  of  organized  labor 
of  our  State- 

I  mailed  a  request  to  Mr.  Frank 
Morrison,  Secretary  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  calling  his  at- 
tention to  the  organizing  of  the  Last 
Makers  of  the  country,  and  in  a  letter 
to  me,  he  said  he  would  call  the  atten- 


tion of  the  various  organizers  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  to  the 
matter.  In  my  communication  to  him, 
I  mentioned  many  cities  where  the 
Last  Makers  were  unorganized. 

Your  officers  have  clone  much  work 
in  organizing  in  Gloucester  and  Salem, 
where  each  city  has  a  Central  Labor 
Union,  and  one  year  ago,  very  few 
unions  were  organized  in  either  city. 

THE    BREWERY    WORKERS'    STRIKE. 

The  President  and  Secretary  of  this 
organization  acted  in  conjunction  with 
the  Central  Labor  Union  of  Boston  on 
the  strike  of  the  Brewery  Workers' 
Unions,  No.  14  and  29,  Bottlers  and 
Drivers'  Union,  No.  122,  Firemen's 
Union,  No.  4,  Engineers'  Union,  No. 
16,  and  Coopers'  Union,  No.  89. 
After  many  circulars  and  many  visits 
throughout  the  State,  the  Master 
Brewers  of  Boston  served  a  writ  upon 
me  for  injunction  for  joining  organized 
labor  of  Massachusetts,  and  by  vote 
of  the  executive  officers,  $200  was  ap- 
propriated to  pay  part  of  the  lawyer's 
expense  on  the  case  at  that  time. 
The  strike  at  the  present  time  being 
settled,  will,  I  believe,  withdraw  in- 
junction cases  from  the  court.  At 
this  time,  thanks  are  due  to  the  or- 
ganizations in  our  State  for  their 
grand  support  in  the  fight  against  un- 
fair beer. 

I  recommend  exemption  from  Per 
Capita  Tax  while  on  strike  for: 

Brewery  Workers,  14,  29. 
Bottlers  and  Drivers,  122. 
Firemens,  3. 
Engineers,  16. 
Team  Drivers,  191. 

The  Executive  Council  had  two 
meetings  and  acted  upon  many  of  the 
resolutions  referred  to  them  at  the 
last  convention. 

I  have  worked  with  the  State  Board 
of  Statistics  to  try  and  get  the  correct 
addresses  of  all  local  unions  and 
central  labor  unions  in  our  State. 
Mr.  Wadlin,  Chairman  of  said  Board, 
came  before  the  Executive  Board  at 
the  request  of  your  Secretary,  on  mat- 
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ters  pertaining  to  questions  sent  out 
from  their  office,  which  many  of  your 
unions  have  received,  and  at  our  re- 
quest, said  printed  matter  bears  the 
Label  of  the  Allied  Printing  Trades 
Council,  to  my  knowledge  the  first 
printed  matter  bearing  the  label,  from 
that  office.  I  must  say  that  it  is 
not  the  fault  of  Mr.  VVadlin  if  all  their 
printed  matter  does  not  bear  the  Al- 
lied Printing  Trades  Label. 

The  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor 
has  printed  a  pamphlet  containing 
the  entire  labor  laws  of  the  State,  and 
also  one  containing  a  list  of  labor 
organizations,  with  the  addresses  of 
the  secretaries.  The  secretaries  whose 
names  are  on  the  list  have  been  sup- 
plied with  these  pamphlets  by  mail. 
If  any  have  not  received  them,  or  if 
any  others  desire  them  and  will  send 
their  names  to  Mr,  VVadlin,  at  the 
State  House,  they  will  be  mailed  free. 

It  is  my  intention  to  obtain  a 
correct  roster  of  the  central  labor 
unions,  local  unions  of  all  descrip- 
tions, business  agents,  allied  trade 
councils,  and  building  trades  councils. 
All  secretaries  can  have  the  same  for 
use  in  correspondence,  when  required. 

Through  the  kindness  of  Mr.  VVad- 
lin and  his  representatives,  I  may  an- 
nounce as  long  as  the  limited  edition 
fixed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  labor 
laws  remain  available  for  distribution, 
any  one  interested  can  obtain  the 
same  on  application. 

I  also  suggest  that  a  resolution  be 
introduced  in  the  convention  request- 
ing the  officials  in  charge  of  the  State 
printing  to  place  thereon  the  Allied 
Trades  Label. 

Many  fraternal  and  social  societies 
are  now  adopting  the  Allied  Printing 
Trades  Label.  The  A.  O.  U.  W.  at  their 
last  convention  endorsed  the  label, 
and  by  resolution  requested  the  same 
to  be  on  all  their  printed  matter.  The 
Massachusetts  Catholic  Order  of  For- 
esters, and  insurance  organizations, 
have  now,  on  most  of  their  printing, 
the  label,  and  in  the  near  future  there 
is  good  prospect  of  all  the  printing 
bearing  the  label  of  the  Allied  Print- 
ing Trades  Council. 


At  our  meeting  of  the  organized  and 
unorganized,  we  always  spoke  on  the 
many  trade  union  labels,  urging  the 
moral  support  of  every  union  man. 
All  members  ot  organized  labor  should 
interest  themselves,  when  a  member 
of  a  fraternal  or  social  organization, 
in  advancing  the  Allied  Printing 
Trades  Label,  by  having  it  on  all  their 
printed  matter. 

I  make  the  following  recommenda- 
tions for  consideration  : 

That  the  convention  be  held  on  the 
first  Monday  in  August;  that  all  local 
unions  or  central  bodies  be  required 
to  be  affiliated  sixty  days  prior  to  con- 
vention in  order  to  be  represented  at 
said  convention,  and  if  adopted  to 
take  effect  at  next  convention. 

That  the  incoming  Execuiive  Coun- 
cil have  full  power  to  arrange  to  have 
a  memorial  of  the  late  John  F.  O'Sulli- 
van,  and  further  recommend  that  one 
hour,  from  three  to  four,  on  Tuesday, 
be  set  aside  and  the  officers  to  select 
some  one  to  speak  on  the  work  and 
life  of  him  who  died  in  the  cause  of 
organized  labor. 

That  the  Executive  Council  and 
Legislative  Committee  arrange,  where- 
by, if  required,  that  a  bill  be  intro- 
duced in  the  Legislature,  (or,  if  in  the 
hands  of  the  railroad  commissions  of 
our  State,)  that  the  old  hand-brakes 
mow  used  oti  surface  cars  be  abolished 
and  air-brakes  or  bettter  facilities  for 
stopping  the  surface  cars  be  used  in 
protection  of  life,  and  also  for  better 
protection  in  the  steam  railroad  depots 
in  our  State. 

That  the  Secretary  publish  every 
quarter  the  names  of  unfair  firms  in 
our  State,  so  that  the  same  can  be 
hung  in  the  halls  of  the  many  unions' 
meeting  places. 

That  the  incoming  Executive  Coun- 
cil offer  their  good  offices  to  try  and 
bring  about  reorganization  of  the 
city  unions  in  Boston,  so  that  there 
will  be  no  dual  organization  in  the 
same  trade. 

The  growth  of  the  State  Branch  for 
the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1902,  has 
been  very  good,  there  being  an  addi- 
tion of  58  to  the  number  of  affiliated 
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unions,  51  local  unions  and  7  central 
labor  unions.  The  number  of  unions 
now  affiliated  is  185  local  unions  and 
2r  central  labor  unions. 

CONCLUSION. 

In  making  my  report,  and  placing 
the  same  before  you  for  year  ending 
September  30,  1902,  I  wish  to  thank 
President  Frank  H.  McCarthy  for  his 
many  kind  acts  and  assistance  in 
carrying  on  the  work  of  the  State 
Branch,  which  will  always  be  a  pleasure 
in  the  many  memories  of  my  life. 

I  also  wish  to  thank  my  associates 
in  the  Exeutive  Council  and  in  the 
cause  of  labor,  whose  future  under- 
takings, both  morally  and  financially, 
I  hope,  will  meet  with  magnificient 
success,  and  long  may  they  live. 

With  best  wishes,  I  am, 

Fraternally  yours, 
D.  D.  Driscoll, 
Sec-Treas. 

Report  for  the  year  of  Executive 
Council  read  and  referred  to  commit- 
tee on  Executive  Council. 


Morning    session    adjourned     11.50 

A.M. 

Afternoon  Session. 
Convention  called  to  order  at  1.30 
p.m. 

Roll-call  and  minutes  of  morning 
session  read  and  approved. 

The  Secretary  announced  the 
amountof  money  sent  to  striking  miners 
and  the  name  of  locals  sending  same. 

The  Credential  Committee  reported 
recommending  the  seating  of  B.  L- 
Marr  of  the  United  Garment  Workers' 
Union,   1,  Boston.     Report   accepted. 

Credentials  from  Laundry  Drivers 
of  Brockton  and  Retail  Clerks  of 
Brockton,  reported  as  not  affiliated  up 
to  date. 

Credentials  were  referred  back  to 
committee. 

F.  K.  Foster  reported  for  Legis- 
lative Committee  : 


REPORT  OF  LEGISLATIVE  COMMITTEE. 


To  Officers  and  Delegates  :  — 

The  history  of  labor  bills  in  Massa- 
chusetts for  the  past  year  may  be 
summed  up  in  three  words  :  anticipa- 
tion, obfuscation,  devastation. 

Organized  labor  was  warranted  in 
indulging  in  anticipation  of  tangible 
results,  because  of  aroused  public 
sentiment  as  to  some  of  its  more  im- 
portant measures,  such  as  the  Direct 
Legislation  and  Picketting  Bills;  be- 
cause of  the  estimated  liberal  com- 
plexion of  the  lower  branch,  and  be- 
cause our  registered  protest  against 
the  adverse  make-up  of  the  Labor 
Committee  of  the  previous  year  had 
evidently  reached  the  attention  of 
Speaker  Myers,  who  appointed  a  com- 
mittee this  year  in  the  main  favorably 


disposed  to  the  conservative  proposi- 
tions submitted  by  organized  labor. 

At  the  outset  of  this  report,  it  is 
both  a  pleasure  and  duty  to  record  our 
appreciation  of  the  uniform  kindness 
and  courtesy  shown  your  representa- 
tives by  the  Hon.  H.  C.  Bliss  of 
Hampden,  Chairman  of  both  the  La- 
bor Committee  and  Committee  on 
Constitutional  Amendments.  In  these 
dual  positions,  Mr.  Bliss  not  only  gave 
generously  of  his  time  and  support  to 
our  bills,  but  in  the  Senate  was  a 
steadfast  champion  of  labor  legisla- 
tion. It  was  largely  through  Mr. 
Bliss'  courtesy  that  we  were  enabled 
to  have  evening  hearings  upon  two 
important  measures,  which  gave  us 
an   opportunity   to   secure   a  record- 
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breaking  attendance  at  the  presenta- 
tion of  our  arguments. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  it  seems 
simple  justice  to  acknowledge  the  ex- 
cellent service  rendered  organized 
labor  by  the  senator,  whose  course 
acquires  added  lustre  when  compared 
with  that  of  so  many  of  his  Philistine 
colleagues,  who  bring  discredit  to  the 
title  of  Honorable,  conferred  by  the 
office  they  hold  but  lacking  ratifica- 
tion by  the  wage-earning  portion  of 
the  citizenship. 

"Every  man,"  said  Emerson,  "is  as 
lazy  as  he  dares  to  be."  It  is  making 
the  analogy  too  sweeping  to  say  that 
"every  legislator  is  as  mercenary  as 
he  dares  to  be,"  for  it  must  in  fairness 
be  granted  that  a  large  percentage  of 
legislators  are  governed  by  their  con- 
victions. Carefully  scrutinizing  the 
Senate  record,  however,  would  almost 
force  upon  one  the  conclusion,  that 
the  influences  which  determined  the 
convictions  of  the  majority  of  that 
body  were  opposed  to  the  principles 
of  liberal  government  and,  if  honest, 
are  unfortunate  in  the  extreme  for  the 
manual  workers  of  the  commonwealth. 

Appended  is  a  complete  list  of 
measures  especially  relating  to  the 
labor  interest : 

CONSTITUTIONAL     AMENDMENTS. 

S.  19,  for  reference  to  voters  of  State 
of  specific  amendments  to  Constitu- 
tion. 

H.  229,  to  amend  Constitution  to 
provide  for  submission  to  voters  'of 
certain  matters  before  the  General 
Court. 

H.  228,  to  amend  Constitution  to 
provide  for  submission  to  voters  of 
proposed  amendments  to  Constitution. 

EDUCATION. 

H.  199,  for  extension  of  age  up  to 
which  children  must  attend  public 
schools. 

ELECTION    LAWS. 

H.  726,  for  extending  hours  for 
keeping  polls  open  at  elections. 

H.  935,  that  electon  day  shall  be 
half  holiday  in  Boston. 


FEDERAL     RELATIONS. 

Resolutions  for  amendment  of  the 
United  States  Constitution  so  Con- 
gress may  regulate  hours  of  labor.  H. 
28.     Ross. 

S.  238,  Resolutions  on  building  war 
vessels  in  United  States  navy  yards. 
M.  J.  Sullivan. 

JUDICIARY,     JOINT. 

H.  141,  on  recovery  of  damages  by 
employes. 

H.  291,  as  to  payment  of  wages. 

H.  327,  for  an  industrial  court  to 
administer  industrial  justice  between 
corporations  and  employes. 

H.  341,  on  assumption  of  risks  and 
exercise  of  due  care  by  employes. 
Mansfield. 

H.  342,  on  new  trials  in  civil  causes. 
Mansfield. 

H.  379,  on  assumption  of  risks  by 
employes.     Brigham. 

H.  380,  on  exercise  of  due  care  and 
assumption  of  risks  by  employes. 
Brigham. 

H.  381,  on  new  trials  in  civil  causes. 
Brigham. 

H.  464,  for  making  employers  liable 
for  injuries  in  certain  cases. 

H.  609,  on  recovery  of  damages  from 
railroad  and  railway  companies  for 
fatal  injuries. 

H.  670,  on  liability  of  employers  for 
personal  injury  to  their  employes. 
Higgins. 

H.  671,  giving  right  of  action  for 
death.     Higgins. 

H.  672,  on  injuries  on  or  about 
railroads  or  railways.     Higgins. 

S.  147,  on  manner  of  granting  in- 
junctions in  labor  matters.  M.  J. 
Sullivan. 

H.  755,  on  notices  in  cases  of  suits 
against  employers  for  injuries  to  em- 
ployes. 

H.  757,  for  amendment  of  laws  on 
preserving  and  enforcing  liens  for 
materials  furnished. 

H.  948,  for  trial  by  jury  in  cases  of 
contempt  of  court. 

S.  169  for  amending  law  on  liability 
of  employers  for  damages  to  employes. 
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LABOR, 

H.  18,  for  adoption  by  United  States 
or  several  states  of  uniform  law  mak- 
ing eight  hours  a  legal  day's  labor. 

H.  59,  on  hours  of  labor  on  election 
days. 

H.  60,  on  employment  of  laborers 
and  others  on  State  highways. 

H.  78,  for  regulation  of  hours  and 
compensation  of  State,  county  and 
municipal  employes. 

H.  in,  as  to  hours  of  labor  of 
women  and  children. 

H.  168,  on  advertisements  for  and 
solicitations  of  employes. 

H.  185,  from  files,  on  hours  of  labor 
of  women  and  minors. 

H.  202,  to  restrict  employment  of 
children  under  sixteen,  and  for  further 
education  of  children  over  said  age. 

H.  203,  for  eight  hours  as  a  maxi- 
mum day's  work  and  $2.00  as  a  mini- 
mum day's  pay  for  public  employes. 

H.  292,  to  fix  hours  of  labor  of 
mechanics,  laborers  and  other  work- 
men employed  by  the  State. 

H.  293,  on  furnishing  specifications 
for  operatives  in  cotton  factories. 

Annual  report  of  Bureau  of  Statis- 
tics of  Labor.     P.  D.  15. 

H.  361,  on  employment  of  certain 
minors  when  public  schools  are  not  in 
session. 

H.  362,  on  employment  of  minors. 

H.  402,  for  penalties  for  violations 
of  labor  laws. 

H.  403,  for  penalty  for  violation  of 
eight  hour  law  for  employes  of  cities 
and  towns. 

H.  404,  for  regulation  of  hours  of 
labor  of  minors  under  eighteen  and  of 
women  employed  in  making  textiles 

H.  405,  as  to  windows  in  factories. 

H.  415,  for  regulation  of  hours  of 
labor  of  railroad  employes. 

H.  439,  on  employment  of  women 
in    making  textile  goods.     Donahue. 

H.  466,  that  cities  and  towns  may 
establish  emergency  funds  for  protec- 
tion of  unemployed  citizens  and  fami- 
lies. 

H.  467,  on  employment  of  labor  on 
election  days. 


H.  535,  to  legalize  "  picketing,"  etc., 
in  case  of  strike,  lockout,  etc. 

H.  536,  on  hours  of  labor  of  nurses 
and  attendants  in  hospitals,  etc. 

H.  612,  for  extension  of  the  law 
making  an  eight  hour  day  for  laborers 
and  mechanics. 

H.  613,  for  regulation  of  hours  and 
wages  of  persons  employed  by  con- 
tractors with  Boston. 

H.  614,  on  notifying  Board  of  Con- 
cilation  and  Arbitration  of  strikes, 
etc.,  and  on  reports  and  statements  of 
said  board. 

H.  615,  on  payment  of  wages  to 
employes  who  are  discharged  or  leave 
their  positions. 

H.  616,  for  regulation  of  hours  and 
wages  of  laborers  on  buildings  owned 
or  used  by  the  State. 

H.  782,  on  hours  of  employes  in 
contracts  by  any  city  or  town. 

H.  783,  that  municipal  contracts  for 
public  works  shall  stipulate  for  eight 
hours  for  all  employed  thereon. 

H.  784,  on  work  on  State  highways 
in  times  of  industrial  distress. 

H.  785,  on  employment  for  the  un- 
employed. 

H.  786,  on  employment  for  minors 
under  sixteen  in  manufacturing  and 
mercantile  establishments. 

MERCANTILE   AFFAIRS. 

S.  63,  on  use  of  labels.     Howland. 

H.  618,  that  steam  boilers  and  en- 
gines shall  not  be  operated  except  by 
duly  licensed  men. 

H.  799,  on  care  and  custody  of  ele- 
vators. 

S.  193,  on  licensing  engineers  and 
firemen. 

H.  797,  on  licensing  engineers  and 
firemen. 

PRINTING. 

H.  163,  on  State  printing.  Rounds 
of  Cambridge. 

S.  20,  that  eight  hours  constitute  a 
day's  work  for  employes  of  State 
printers. 

PROBATE   AND    CHANCERY. 

H.  29,  for  free  employment  offices 
in  certain  cities.     Ross. 
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H.  33,  for  regulating  business  of 
barbers. 

H.  629,  that  certain  barbers  may 
keep  open  until  noon  on  Lord's  day. 

H.  974,  that  barbers  and  bootblacks 
may  do  business  until  1  p.m.  on  the 
Lord's  day. 

H.  933,  to  better  protect  and  regu- 
late the  business  of  barbers. 

RAILROADS. 

H.  877,  to  regulate  number  of  brake- 
men  on  freight  trains,  and  as  to 
cabooses. 

ENACTED. 

The  following  measures  were  en- 
acted :  — 

A  bill,  H.  1427,  relative  to  the  in- 
signia of  labor  unions,  providing  that 
whoever,  not  being  a  member  of  a 
labor  union,  wilfully  wears  or  uses  the 
insignia,  distinctive  ribbons  or  mem- 
besship  rosette  or  button  thereof,  if 
such  insignia,  distinctive  ribbons  or 
membership  rosette  have  been  regis- 
tered in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Commonwealth,  for  the  purpose 
of  representing  that  he  is  a  member 
thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  fine  of 
not  more  than  twenty  dollars  or  by 
imprisonment  for  not  more  than  thirty 
days,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  im 
prisonment. 

The  demand  for  the  bill  was  an 
outcome  of  the  teamsters'  strike,  when 
many  suspended  and  expelled  mem- 
bers continued  to  wear  the  button  of 
this  organization. 

UNIFORM   EIGHT   HOUR   LAW. 

House  Bill  18,  as  amended  by 
Senate  Bill  353,  was  enacted  and 
approved. 

This  Bill  provides  for  a  committee 
whose  duty  it  is  to  invite  legislatures 
of  other  States  to  appoint  like  commit- 
tees and  if  any  are  appointed  to 
arrange  for  conferences  with  them  in 
regard  to  a  uniform  law  making  the 
legal  day's  labor  of  eight  hours. 

Governor  Crane  has  appointed  Mr. 
Geo.  E.  McNeill  and  Ex-Congressman 
Weymouth  as  members  of  this  com- 
mittee. 


EIGHT     HOURS     FOR     STATE     PRINTERS. 

Senate  Bill  No.  20,  introduced  on 
petition  by  request  of  Typo.  Union 
No,  13,  which  provides  that  eight 
hours  shall  constitute  a  day's  work  for 
employes  of  the  state  printers. 

The  contract  for  state  printing  is 
awarded  once  in  five  years.  It  is 
worthy  of  mention  that  among  those 
who  appeared  in  behalf  of  the  bill  was 
Col.  Albert  A.  Clarke,  Secretary  of 
the  Home  Market  Club  and  Chairman 
of  the  late  Industrial  Commission, 
who  presented  to  the  committee  the 
recommendations  of  that  commission 
that  all  public  work  should  be  per- 
formed on  an  eight  hour  basis. 

PERFECTING  FACTORY  INSPECTION. 

A  perfecting  amendment  to  the 
factory  inspection  statute  was  passed, 
introduced  by  Rep.  Jos.  G.  Jackson 
of  Fall  River,  which  will  materially 
aid  the  inspectors  in  obtaining  evi- 
dence against  mills  running  over  the 
prescribed  limit. 

THE   OVERTIME    BILLS. 

For  various  sufficient  reasons  the 
textile  representatives  in  the  legis- 
lature decided  to  postpone  pressing 
the  54-hour  bill  and  to  concentrate 
action  upon  the  abolition  of  overtime 
work,  which  they  claim  is  productive 
of  abuse.  Acting  under  the  direction 
of  your  Executive  Council,  therefore, 
your  committee  did  not  introduce  the 
54-hour  bill,  but  gave  its  support  to 
the  Overtime  Bill. 

There  were  several  continued  hear- 
ings upon  the  measure,  the  Arkwright 
Club  being  represented  in  opposition 
by  eminent  counsel  who  sought  in  all 
ways  to  discredit  the  testimony  intro- 
duced by  organized  labor,  even  having 
the  presumption  to  question  the  argu- 
ments in  favor  of  the  bill,  because 
presented  by  "  paid  agents  of  the  trade 
unions."  Your  committee  took  the 
liberty  of  calling  the  attorney's  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  he  was  himself  a 
"paid  agent"  of  a  powerful  associa- 
tion, a  position  much  more  apt  to  lead 
to   prejudice,  for  pecuniary   reasons, 
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than  that  of  business  agent  of  a  labor 
society. 

The  favorable  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Labor  on  the  Overtime  Bill 
was  accepted  by  the  House  and  passed 
to  be  engrossed.  It  was  placed  under 
the  guillotine  of  the  Senate  on  May 
20th  and  speedily  decapitated,  the 
vote  on  the  bill  standing  15  yeas,  16 
nays  and  4  absentees,  and  reconsid- 
eration was  refused  on  the  following 
day  by  a  rising  vote  of  18  to  8. 

RAISING    AND     LOWERING   THE    SCHOOL 
AGE. 

Bills  raising  the  school  age  from  14 
to  16  were  referred  to  both  the  Com- 
mittee on  Labor  and  to  the  Committee 
on  Education. 

Before  the  Committee  on  Labor  was 
also  heard  a  petition  for  the  lowering 
of  the  school  age  so  that  children 
under  14  might  be  permitted  to  work 
in  mills  and  stores  during  vacation. 

To  the  astonishment  of  your  com- 
mittee this  petition  was  supported  by 
Superintendents  of  Schools  A.  K. 
Whitcomb  of  Lowell,  W.  H.  Small  of 
Chelsea,  R.  J.  Condon  of  Everett  and 
F.  J.  Peaslee  of  Lynn  and  by  Agent 
Hibbard  and  Secretary  F.  A.  Hill  of 
the  State  Board  of  Education. 

The  hearing  was  a  decidedly  spicy 
one,  and  the  petition  was  adversely 
reported  upon  by  the  Labor  Com- 
mittee. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  this  conven- 
tion should  contribute  at  least  the 
expression  of  its  opinion  towards  the 
elementary  education  in  economics  of 
these  salaried  officials  who  seek  to 
break  down  the  barriers  which  our 
organizations  have  erected,  laboriously 
and  with  continued  effort,  between  the 
factory  and  child.  If  these  gentlemen 
are  not  in  sympathy  with  our  purpose 
to  protect  the  conditions  of  employ- 
ment, they  may  at  least  be  expected 
to  keep  their  hands  off  beneficial  leg- 
islation so  long  as  they  are  the  salaried 
servants  of  the  public  of  which  we 
constitute  so  large  an  element. 

COMPULSORY   ARBITRATION. 

In  accord  with  the  expressed  senti- 


ment of  the  Holyoke  convention  your 
committee  opposed  House  Bill  No. 
327,  which  sought  to  establish  com- 
pulsory arbitration,  under  the  title  of 
a  "Bill  for  an  Industrial  Court  to 
administer  industrial  justice  between 
corporations  and  employes." 

This  bill  came  before  the  committee 
on  Joint  Judiciary  and  was  strenu- 
ously supported  by  several  college 
professors  and  members  of  the  legal 
profession. 

It  was,  however,  not  only  opposed 
to  the  policy  of  trade  unionism,  but 
failed  to  meet  the  approbation  of 
those  who  had  studied  and  endorsed 
the  New  Zealand  system  of  compul- 
sory arbitration,  and  its  defects  were 
pointed  out  by  Henry  D.  Lloyd,  him- 
self a  believer  in  compulsory  arbitra- 
tion, who  also  appeared  in  opposition. 

The  unanimous  adverse  report  of 
the  committee  was  accepted. 

EMPLOYERS'    LIABILITY. 

Pursuant  to  resolutions  adopted  at 
Holyoke  convention,  your  committee 
had  introduced,  through  Representa- 
tives Higgins,  Brigham  and  Mansfield, 
perfecting  amendments  to  the  existing 
Employers'  Liability  Act.  Several  of 
these  bills  passed  the  House,  but  were 
slain  by  the  senatorial  Lord  High 
Executioners,  notwithstanding  some 
of  the  bills  had  been  reported  favor- 
ably upon  by  the  Joint  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, a  tribunal  scarcely  to  be 
accused  of  undue  liberality  towards 
the  measures  presented  by  organized 
labor.  This  is  the  fourth  consecutive 
year  that  the  Senate  has  been  a  stum- 
bling block  in  the  way  of  progressive 
legislation  on  these  lines,  and  there 
seems  little  chance  of  further  advance 
as  long  as  this  unique  and  august 
body  is  constituted  as  at  present. 

TRIAL    BY   JURY. 

House  Bill  No.  948  was  an  import- 
ant bill,  which  gave  to  persons  sen- 
tenced for  contempt  of  court  a  right 
to  trial  by  jury  in  certain  cases.  This 
bill  would  apply  to  union  men  under 
the  injunction  process  and  would  limit 
the  present  arbitrary  power  of  judges. 
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The  Joint  Committee  on  Judiciary 
reported  leave  to  withdraw,  on  April 
1 8th,  and  the  House  sustained  the 
report  by  a  yea  and  nay  vote  of  60  to 
50. 

Public  sentiment  in  favor  of  some 
such  legislation  is  growing  and  even 
many  members  of  the  legal  profes- 
sion are  supporting  the  demand. 

THE    PICKET/TING    BILL. 

Especial  attention  was  paid  by  your 
committee  to  House  Bill  535,  a  bill  to 
legalize  picketting,  etc.,  in  case  of 
strikes,  lockouts,  etc. 

In  view  of  the  increasing  frequency 
with  which  employers  appeal  to  the 
courts  to  limit  the  scope  of  the  activity 
of  organized  labor  in  case  of  indus- 
trial disputes,  it  was  deemed  advisable 
to  secure  the  enactment  of  legislation 
which  should  define  those  things  which 
might  be  legally  done  by  unionists  in 
defense  of  their  rights. 

The  gist  of  the  measure  was  con- 
tained in  the  phrase  "  peacefully  per- 
suade," which  gave  our  members  the 
right  to  use  moral  suasion  upon  non- 
unionists  and  to  acquaint  them  with 
the  circumstances  which  had  brought 
about  a  strike  or  lockout. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Labor  an  evening  hearing 
was  held  upon  this  bill  on  March  10th, 
and  in  response  to  circulars  and  pos- 
tal notifications  sent  out  a  notable 
attendance  was  present  at  the  hearing 
of  representatives  of  most  of  the 
industrial  centres  of  the  State. 

On  May  19th,  the  Committee  on 
Labor  reported  favorably  upon  a  mod- 
ified bill  (House  N0.1443),  Mr.  Harvell 
of  the  Senate,  and  Messrs.  Cummings 
of  Orleans,  Deming  of  Lanesborough 
and  Felton  of  Bolton  dissenting. 

The  substitute  bill  was  drawn  by 
Chairman  Bliss  of  the  committee  and 
followed  the  phraseology  of  the  opinion 
rendered  by  Chief  Justice  Holmes  in 
the  case  of  Vegelehan  vs.  Guntner, 
which  decided  that  picketing  in  itself 
was  not  unlawful. 

On  May  28th  the  bill  was  refused  a 
third  reading  by  a  vote  of  76  to  76,  the 


tie  being  brought  about  by  Speaker 
Myers,  who  voted  for  the  first  time  in 
the  session,  his  vote  being  against  the 
bill. 

On  the  following  day,  however, 
reconsideration  prevailed. 

Mr.  Brigham  of  Marlboro  amended 
the  bill  by  adding  the  words,  "Pro- 
vided, however,  that  no  statute  law  of 
the  commonwealth,  ordinance  of  a 
city  or  by-law  of  a  town  is  violated." 

The  amendment  was  adopted  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading 
by  a  vote  of  100  to  6y. 

On  June  4th  the  Senate  passed  the 
bill  to  its  third  reading  by  a  vote  of 
13  to  12,  6  pairs,  and  8  absent. 

On  June  5th,  the  opponents  of  the 
bill,  led  by  Senators  Berry  and  Jones, 
renewed  their  attack  upon  it. 

The  Senator  from  Suffolk  offered 
an  unique  and  brilliant  amendment, 
which  provided  that  it  would  be  un- 
lawful for  a  union  man  to  interview  a 
non-unionist  who  was  on  his  way  to 
work,  but  that  he  might  speak  to  him 
when  returning  from  work. 

This  Solomon-like  idea  met  the  ap- 
proval of  the  majority  of  the  extra 
honorable  gentlemen  of  the  Senate 
and  they  adopted  it  by  a  vote  of  13 
to  1 1 . 

A  reconsideration  of  this  vote  was 
asked  for  by  Senator  W.  T.  A.  Fitz- 
gerald and  refused,  14  to  18,  7  absen- 
tees. 

On  the  question  of  passing  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed,  the  real  purpose  of 
the  supporters  of  the  amendment  of 
Senator  Berry  became  evident,  when 
the  amended  bill  was  defeated  by  a 
vote  of  11  to  16,  4  pairs  and  4,  absen- 
tees. 

The  final  death-blow  to  the  bill 
occurred  on  the  following  day,  when 
Senator  Fitzgerald's  motion  to  recon- 
sider was  defeated  13  to  16,  1  pair 
and  8  absentees. 

In  view  of  the  closeness  of  the  vote 
upon  this  bill,  your  committee  is  of 
the  opinion  that  had  the  various  or- 
ganizations receiving  the  circulars 
relative  to  the  bill  complied  with  the 
request   contained   therein   and    sent 
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committees  to  wait  upon  their  Sena- 
tors in  favor  of  the  passage,  the  meas- 
ure would  have  become  a  law,  for 
office  holders  pay  much  more  heed  to 
requests  of  their  constituents  than  to 
those  outside  their  districts. 

Be  this  as  it  may,  the  issue  remains 
a  most  important  and  growing  one, 
and  must  be  pressed  to  a  conclusion. 
We  have  sent  folders  broadcast  with 
the  records  of  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives upon  this  bill,  and  the  union 
men  of  the  State  will  only  have  them- 
selves to  blame  if  they  return  to  the 
State  House  those  who  have  shown 
themselves  in  favor  of  the  restriction 
of  the  right  of  American  citizens  to 
peaceably  converse  with  their  fellows 
in  time  of  strike  and  lockout. 

This  convention  should  also  decide 
upon  the  exact  form  of  legislation 
desired  and,  if  necessary,  legal  advice 
should  be  taken  to  obtain  the  proper 
phraseology  for  the  same. 

We  recommend  that  the  incoming 
legislative  committee  be  instructed  to 
continue  the  agitation  for  the  passage 
of  this  bill  and  that  affiliated  organi- 
zations do  all  in  their  power  to  defeat 
the  men  who  opposed  the  measure  in 
the  last  legislature. 

GENERAL    EIGHT    HOUR   LAW. 

Eleven  measures  bearing  upon  the 
establishment  of  the  eight  hour  day 
for  employes  upon  public  work  were 
introduced  and  came  before  the  Com- 
mittee on  Labor,  which  reported  a 
consolidated  bill  (House  1349)  on 
April  22d.  This  bill  was  passed  to 
be  engrossed  by  the  lower  branch, 
sent  by  the  Senate  to  the  Committee 
on  Ways  and  Means  on  May  5th,  and 
finally  went  the  usual  course  of  labor 
bills  in  the  Senate  by  being  rejected, 
June  27th. 

DIRECT   LEGISLATION. 

By  far  and  away  the  most  important 
measure  presented  to  the  legislature 
with  the  endorsement  of  this  organi- 
zation was  Senate  19,  providing  that 
upon  petition  of  50,000  voters  amend- 
ments to  the  constitution  should  be 
submitted  to  the  people  of  the   State 


for  two  successive  elections,  and  if 
receiving  a  majority  vote  at  each 
election  should  become  a  part  of  the 
constitution. 

Early  in  the  season  a  Joint  Direct 
Legislation  Committee  was  formed, 
consisting  of  three  representatives 
each  from  the  State  B.,  A.  F.  of  L., 
the  Central  Labor  Union  of  Boston 
and  Vicinity,  and  the  Building  Trades 
Council  of  Boston,  and  by  the  co- 
operation of  this  committee  a  large 
amount  of  literature  was  circulated 
and  correspondence  carried  on. 
Especial  mention  should  be  made  of 
the  indefatigable  labors  of  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee,  Mr.  Henry 
Sterling  of  Typographical  Union  No. 
13,  who  has  given  freely  of  his  time 
and  attention  to  the  agitation  on  this 
question. 

Notwithstanding  the  all  important 
nature  of  this  measure  a  deplorable 
indifference  or  carelessness  was  evi- 
dent on  the  part  of  many  unions  to 
whom  the  petitions  were  sent,  as  over 
400  locals  neglected  to  comply  with 
the  request  of  the  committee  to  sign 
and  return  the  same  over  the  seal  of 
the  organization.  Just  at  this  point, 
we  urge  that  every  delegate  will  make 
a  memorandum  of  this  fact,  and  hold 
himself  personally  responsible  for  the 
signing  of  like  petitions  which  are 
being  sent  out  this  year  by  the  pres- 
ent committee.  There  is  no  excuse 
for  negligence  in  this  vital  matter 
which  involves  so  much  to  organized 
labor  in  the  future. 

The  hearing  upon  Senate  Bill  19 
was  a  memorable  one  in  the  history 
of  our  legislative  efforts.  The  Com- 
mittee on  Constitutional  Amendments, 
having  the  matter  in  charge,  accorded 
an  evening  hearing  on  the  bill,  and 
the  space  furnished  by  the  largest 
committee  room  in  the  State  House 
was  entirely  inadequate  to  accommo- 
date the  vast  throng  which  attended. 
Representatives  were  present  from 
over  one  hundred  trade  unions  in 
Eastern  Massachusetts,  and  the  im- 
pression produced  by  the  demon- 
strants  was   of  tremendous   value   in 
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demonstrating  the  numerical  strength 
of  the  movement. 

Subsequent  to  the  hearing  your 
committee  held  several  conferences 
with  the  Committee  on  Constitutional 
Amendments,  with  a  view  to  obtain- 
ing an  unanimous  report.  To  this 
end  we  conceded  an  addition  of  25,000 
petitioners,  making  75,000  the  requi- 
site number  for  the  submission  of  a 
constitutional  amendment. 

Upon  this  basis,  we  obtained,  for 
the  first  time  in  the  history  of  this 
bill,  a  favorable  and  unanimous  com- 
mittee report,  which  was  submitted 
as  House  Bill  1310,  on  April  9th. 

Pending  action  on  this  bill  a  very 
considerable  amount  of  work  was 
performed  by  your  committee  in  the 
way  of  interviewing  legislators  per- 
sonally and  by  correspondence,  a 
good  deal  of  this  labor  being  devoted 
to  senators  and  senatorial  districts, 
from  whence  it  was  supposed  the 
greatest  danger  of  the  defeat  of  the 
bill  would  arise. 

On  May  1st  the  bill  came  up  for 
final  reading  in  the  House.  There 
were  present  175  members,  of  whom 
in  voted  for  the  bill  and  64  against. 
There  were  18  pairs  and  29  absentees. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  a  change 
of  6  votes  of  those  present  would 
have  given  the  necessary  two-thirds 
for  the  passage  of  the  measure 
through  the  lower  branch,  a  result 
which  marks  the  great  progress  made 
by  this  principle  in  public  favor  and 
which  should  most  certainly  serve  as 
an  incentive  to  renewed  effort  the 
coming  season. 

Owing  to  the  defeat  of  Senate  Bill 
19  in  the  lower  branch  no  vote  was 
taken  thereon  by  the  Senate. 

A  resolve,  Senate  213,  was  intro- 
duced by  Hon.  C.  S.  Sullivan,  how- 
ever, which  embodied  the  principle  of 
the  referendum.  This  resolve  was 
rendered  practically  useless  by  an 
amendment  offered  by  Senator  Marsh 
of  Hampden,  which  provided  that  the 
petitions  for  the  referendum  should 
be  signed  by  ten  per  cent  of  all  the 


registered  voters  of  EVERY  city  and 
town  in  the  commonwealth. 

The  vote  on  this  amended  resolve 
was  16  yeas,  12  nays,  2  pairs  and  7 
absent. 

The  vote  that  could  have  been  ob- 
tained on  our  bill  in  the  Senate, 
while  merely  conjectural,  we  believe 
would  have  been  favorable,  as  many 
senators  were  pledged  to  its  support. 

By  direction  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil your  committee  has  had  the  yea 
and  nay  record  on  the  Direct  Legisla- 
tion, Picketting  and  Overtime  Bills 
prepared  for  general  circulation,  and 
if  local  bodies  will  do  their  full  duty 
in  putting  these  records  into  the  hands 
of  the  voters  it  should  be  easily  pos- 
sible to  ensure  success  in  the  coming 
campaign. 

It  may  be  proper  at  this  time  to 
say  a  word  of  emphasis  as  to  the 
urgent  necessity  for  vigorous  and 
united  action  for  this  measure  on  the 
part  of  organized  labor. 

The  demand  for  Direct  Legislation 
is  far  more  than  a  theoretic  or 
academic  demand.  It  is  based  on  an 
imperative  necessity  in  the  legislative 
situation,  if  the  rights  of  the  people 
are  to  be  conserved,  and  especially  if 
the  claims  of  organized  labor  are  to 
be  fairly  treated. 

The  basic  principle  of  our  republic 
is  government  by  the  majority.  Or- 
ganized labor,  cannot  in  fairness — 
does  not  in  reality — ask  for  its  plat- 
form that  it  shall  be  exempt  from  the 
test  of  the  approbation  of  the  ma- 
jority. If,  however,  through  defects 
in  our  legislative  machinery,  govern- 
ment by  representatives  fails  to  carry 
out  the  will  of  the  majority,  it  be- 
comes the  bounden  duty  of  the  citi- 
zenship to  remedy  these  defects. 

What  is  the  real  legislative  situa- 
tion, under  representative  govern- 
ment, in  municipal,  state  and  national 
governments?  Is  it  not  that  public 
sentiment  is  hard  to  arouse,  that  when 
awakened  it  is  apt  to  spend  its  force 
in  percolating  through  the  partisan 
channels;    that    issues    are    jumbled 
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together  and  obscured  in  the  heat  of 
campaigns  ;  that  the  voter  is  debarred 
from  the  definite  and  clean  cut  expres- 
sion of  his  will  upon  all  except  one 
or  two  issues  forced  to  the  front  by 
the  party  leaders;  that  candidates 
whose  attitude  may  meet  the  voter's 
ideas  on  some  issues  may  be  utterly 
in  opposition  to  his  views  on  other 
issues;  that  he  must  finally  content 
himself  with  what  he  conceives  to  be 
the  choice  of  lesser  evils  ? 

After  the  campaign  is  over  and  the 
business  of  law-making  begins,  con- 
ditions, from  the  labor  standpoint, 
are  even  yet  more  unfavorable.  The 
brittleness  of  campaign  professions 
is  proverbial.  After  casting  his  bal- 
lot for  his  candidate,  the  average 
citizen  esteems  his  duty  done  and  the 
legislator  removed  from  direct  con- 
tact from  his  constituents  becomes 
susceptible  to  more  direct  influences. 
No  one  who  looks  below  the  surface 
of  things  will  venture  to  assert  that, 
in  the  course  of  all  too  many  legis- 
lators— not  all,  but  by  far  too  many — 
is  not  determined  by  considerations 
which  they  would  have  professedly 
repudiated  when  seeking  the  suffrage 
of  their  fellow  citizens. 

There  are  powerful  special  interests 
at  work  in  every  legislative  body. 
These  interests  have  means  of  un- 
doubted persuasion.  Sometimes  this 
persuasion  is  social  influence,  some- 
times promises  of  political  advance- 
ment, sometimes  directly  of  a  pecu- 
niary nature.  Always  there  is  the 
advantage  of  the  most  eminent  legal 
talent,  trained  in  subtle  argument  and 
special  pleading,  able  to  demonstrate 
that  black  is  white — especially  if  the 
legislator  is  tinctured  with  moral  styg- 
matism. 

Against  this  formidable  array  of 
influences  the  representatives  of  your 
and  other  labor  organizations  must 
do  battle.  When  it  is  considered  that 
corporate  interests  frequently,  during 
the  past  session  of  the  Legislature, 
paid  more  for  a  few  moments'  argu- 
ment of  their  counsel  before  a  com- 
mittee, than  the  entire  sum  expended 


by   this   organization    for    legislative 
work   during  its  whole  existence,  the 
disparity  of  the  contest  may  po 
be  perceived. 

The  practical  question  for  organized 
labor  to  consider  is,  What  is  the 
remedy  for  this  inequality  of  resource? 
By  what  means  can  we  get  an  equality 
of  opportunity  ? 

Remedial  action,  in  our  judgment, 
may  be  taken  in  two  directions: 
Either  by  the  creation  of  a  majority 
party  machine,  upon  labor  lines;  or, 
bv  concentration  upon  the  principle 
of  Direct  Legislation,  which  will 
subordinate  all  parties  and  all  politi- 
cians to  the  majority  rule. 

It  is  neither  our  province  or  purpose 
to  enter,  at  this  time,  upon  a  discus- 
sion of  the  former  of  these  alternatives, 
but  merely  to  point  out  that  neither  in 
city,  state  or  nation,  as  yet,  does 
organized  labor  count  a  numerical  ma- 
jority of  all  votes,  even  if  its  entire 
membership  were  enrolled. 

The  indicated  line  of  least  resistance, 
therefore,  would  seem  to  be  in  effecting 
such  an  alteration  in  the  machinery  of 
legislation  as  would  permit  those  in 
favor  of  specific  reforms  to  unite, 
independently  of  party,  in  carrying 
those  reforms  into  effect.  Under  a 
system  of  Direct  Legislation  this 
could  and  would  be  accomplished. 
The  one  problem,  then,  is  how,  under 
present  conditions,  can  we  secure  the 
adoption  of  Direct  Legislation. 

We  shall  err  if  we  underestimate 
the  task  before  us.  It  is  no  small 
task  to  change  the  organic  law  of  this 
conservative  commonwealth. 

The  tory  element  in  the  citizenship 
is  opposed  to  Direct  Legislation,  be- 
cause its  instinct  leads  it  to  condemn 
any  measure  which,  will  increase  the 
power  of  the  common  people. 

The  great  corporate  interests  are 
opposed  to  it,  because  special  inter- 
ests can  be  most  conveniently  and 
delicately  handled  in  small  bodies  of 
legislators. 

The  professional  politicians  are  op- 
posed   to   it,  because  it  lessens  their 
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power  and  holds  a  check  over  their 
actions. 

The  lobbyists  are  opposed  to  it, 
because  it  puts  them  out  of  a  job. 

Many  of  the  legal  profession  are 
opposed  to  it,  for  it  would  transfer 
the  venue  of  important  issues  from 
the  committee  hearing  to  the  bar  of 
public  opinion. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  number  of 
thoughtful  and  progressive  citizens, 
in  all  spheres  of  life,  who  recognize 
the  necessity  of  some  such  check 
upon  irresponsible  representatives,  is 
rapidly  increasing.  Organized  labor 
is  by  no  means  single-handed  in  its 
contention  for  this  great  principle. 
It  can  rely  upon  the  co-operation  of 
thousands  of  the  citizens  of  this  State, 
who  realize  that  the  representative 
system  has  broken  down  under  the 
stress  and  strain  of  new  industrial 
and  social  developments. 

Before  leaving  this  portion  of  the 
subject,  a  word  should  be  said  as  to 
the  availability  of  this  issue  as  a 
rallying  point  for  all  the  reform  forces. 

In  South  Dakota,  Utah,  Oregon, 
San  Francisco  and  Detroit  majority 
rule  was  adopted  without  becoming  a 
party  issue.  The  vote  in  Oregon, 
upon  its  adoption,  was  12  to  1  in 
favor,  and,  in  nearly  every  locality 
where  the  verdict  of  public  opinion 
has  been  registered  upon  the  issue  it 
has  shown  a  large  preponderance  of 
voters  in  favor. 

In  the  first  place,  it  has  been 
repeatedly  endorsed  by  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor,  and  by  its  con- 
stituent parts.  An  extra  88-page 
number  of  the  Federationist,  published 
on  January  15th  of  the  present  year, 
presents  information  in  detail  which 
should  be  read  by  every  trade  unionist. 
Radical  platforms  have  contained  a 
demand  for  the  Referendum  and  Initi- 
ative for  years  past,  while  the  prin- 
ciple has  also  been  recognized  by 
both  the  larger  political  platforms  in 
this  and  many  other  States.  There 
is  no  other  one  measure  of  which  we 
have  knowledge  which  has  been  ac- 
cepted  by  such  varying  elements  in 


the  political  world.  The  National 
Federation  for  Majority  Rule,  with 
headquarters  in  Washington,  is  an  in- 
fluential body,  which  comprises  many 
eminent  reformers,  is  instituted  ex- 
pressly to  carry  on  the  work  of  agi- 
tating for  the  principle,  and  is  now 
issuing  frequent  bulletins. 

In  view  of  all  these  facts,  your  com- 
mittee believes  the  time  is  fully  ripe 
to  press  the  matter  to  a  conclusion 
and  submits  the  following  recommen- 
dations for  the  approval -of  this  con- 
vention. 

AGITATION. 

It  is  first  essential  that  a  wide- 
spread and  systematic  agitation  among 
wage-earners  be  at  once  started  in 
advocacy  of  Majority  Rule. 

To  this  end  we  recommend  that : 

1.  Affiliated  unions  discuss  the 
vayious  phases  of  the  question  under 
the  "good  of  the  order,"  and  that 
committees  be  appointed  to  prepare 
addresses  upon  the  question. 

2.  That  each  local  union  hold  at 
least  one  open  meeting,  to  consider 
the  question,  to  which  the  public  shall 
be  invited. 

3.  That  the  incoming  Executive 
Council  be  given  authority  to  furnish 
speakers  for  such  public  meetings, 
upon  request  of  affiliated  bodies. 

4.  That  each  local  contribute  to 
the  Joint  Direct  Legislation  Commit- 
tee such  an  amount  as  it  can  afford  to 
carry  on  the  work  of  circulating  liter- 
ature, etc. 

5.  That  each  local  sign  the  petition 
sent  out  by  the  aforesaid  committee. 

6.  That  each  local  question,  either 
personally  through  a  committee,  or 
by  letter,  each  candidate  for  elective 
office,  upon  his  attitude  towards  this 
measure. 

7.  That  the  widest  possible  circu- 
lation be  given  to  the  yea  and  nay 
records  of  senators  and  representa- 
tives upon  this  issue. 

8.  That  the  incoming  Legislative 
Committee  be  instructed  to  concen- 
trate its  efforts  upon  securing  the 
passage  of  the  measure  through  the 
next  Legislature,  and  that  every  local 
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be  instructed  to  send  a  delegation  to 
the  hearing  which  will  be  given  the 
bill. 

9.  That  each  local  be  requested  to 
pass  resolutions  endorsing  the  meas- 
ure and  to  transmit  same  to  the  sena- 
tors and  representatives  elected  from 
their  respective  districts. 

Before  dismissing  this  subject  we 
desire  to  impress  upon  the  delegates 
present,  with  all  the  emphasis  at  our 
command,  the  important  part  to  be 
played  by  local  co-operation  with  your 
legislative  committee.  Senators  and 
representatives,  even,  who  are  pleased 
to  call  your  State  Legislative  Com- 
mittee "professional  labor  agitators  " 
— a  term  which,  however  honorable 
in  itself,  is  not  used  by  these  gentle- 
men in  any  such  sense — cannot  afford 
to  disregard  the  preferred  request  of 
a  committee  made  up  of  their  own 
constituents.  Cause  and  effect  here 
are  too  closely  linked  for  them  to 
affect  a  lofty  disregard  of  wage-earn- 
ers' demands.  With  a  full  measure 
of  co-operation  by  affiliated  unions 
last  year,  it  is  more  than  probable 
that  Senate  Bill  19  would  not  have 
been  defeated.  We  sincerely  hope 
that  the  plan  outlined  in  this  report 
will  be  faithfully  carried  out  by  local 
committees  and,  if  this  is  done,  ven- 
ture to  predict  a  successful  outcome 
to  the  agitation  for  this  vital  principle. 

CONCLUSION. 

This  outline  of  the  legislative  situ- 
ation may  be  concluded  with  a  word 
upon  an  often  overlooked  point:  the 
test  of  the  progress  made  by  trade 
union  ideas  is  not  to  be  measured 
solely  by  the  number  of  bills  passed 
or  votes  received. 

The  general  attitude  of  the  public 
mind  is,  after  all,  the  most  important 
element  to  be  considered. 

It  is  entirely  within  the  bounds  of 
truth  to  say  that  the  principles  for 
which  we  are  contending  are  more 
widely  recognized  today  than  ever 
before.  The  labor  movement  has 
impinged  upon  the  legislative  as  well 
as  the  economic  field. 


Let  us  be  under  no  delusion.  The 
main  work  of  trade  unionism  is  in  the 
economic  struggle.  The  most  we  can 
hope  for  legislatively  is  to  remove  the 
handicap  which  the  intervention  of 
the  State  in  favor  of  special  interests 
has  imposed  upon  us.  Real  and  sub- 
stantial progress  must  be  gained  by 
our  own  efforts.  No  hocus-pocus  of 
political  manipulation  can  take  the 
place  of  solid  organization,  full  treas- 
uries and  economic  solidarity.  Per- 
fected trade  organization,  an  intelli- 
gent membership  competent  to  use 
discrimination  in  the  exercise  of  the 
suffrage  as  a  supplementary  auxiliary 
to  economic  strength,  such  a  change 
in  the  machinery  of  legislation  as  will 
enable  us  to  make  our  numerical 
strength  felt  without  violating  the  car- 
dinal principle  of  toleration  for  each 
man's  political  creed — these  are  the 
lines  along  which  the  magnificent 
trade  union  movement  of  Massachu- 
setts can  rationally  expect  substantial 
future  progress. 

FRANK  K.  FOSTER, 

Chairman. 

Report  referred  t©  proper  commit- 
tee. 

Committee  on  Rules  submitted  the 
following  order  of  procedure: 

1.  Roll-call  of  delegates. 

2.  Roll-call  of  officers. 

3.  Reading  of  minutes. 

4.  Reports  of  special  committees. 

5.  Reports  of  standing  committees. 

6.  Reports  of  officers. 

7.  Introduction  of  resolutions. 
$.     Unfinished  business. 

9.     New  business. 

10.  Good  of  the  order. 

11.  Adjournment. 

Also  the  following  parliamentary 
rule: 

That  a  motion  for  the  previous 
question,  to  lay  on  the  table,  or  to 
postpone,  shall  not  debar  the  pro- 
poser of  a  resolution  from  the  privi- 
lege of  speaking  on  the  question. 
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The  report  of  the  committee  was 
adopted. 

Moved  that  convention  take  recess 
for  half  an  hour. 

Amended  that  recess  be  taken  for 
one  hour. 

Amendment  to  amendment  that 
convention  adjourn  to  9  a.m.,  Tues- 
day, Oct.  7  th. 

Previous  question  called  for  and 
carried. 

President  in  doubt  on  main  ques- 
tion. 

Standing  vote  called  :  72  yeas,  46 
nays. 

Amendment  to  amendment  carried 
by  a  vote  of  72  to  46. 

Convention  declared  adjourned  2.50 

P.M. 


Second   Day's    Session. 

Oct.  7,  1902. 

Convention  called  to  order  at  9.15 
a.m.,  President  F.  H.  McCarthy  in  the 
chair. 

P.  T.  Barry  received  privilege  of 
floor  and  spoke  of  the  Boston  Theatre 
being  on  the  unfair  list  and  requesting 
all  delegates  to  have  their  friends  stay 
away  from  that  theatre. 

Minutes  of  afternoon  session  read 
and  adopted. 

Credential  Committee  reported 
recommending  the  seating  of  C.  H. 
Hoitt  of  Laundry  Teamsters,  272,  of 
Brockton. 

Report  accepted. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  EXECU- 
TIVE council's  REPORT. 
Your  committee,  after  careful  con" 
sideration  of  the  report  of  the  Execu- 
tive Council  submitted  to  us,  feel  as- 
sured that  the  executive  officers  have 
done  their  work  to  the  satisfaction  of 
all  concerned,  and  were  gratified  to 


find  such  a  large  increase  in  numbers 
during  the  past  year.  Furthermore, 
the  thanks  of  organized  labor  and  its 
representatives  should  be  extended 
your  officers  for  the  splendid  services 
rendered  in  the  past. 

Action  on  the  following  recommen- 
dations was  taken : 

For  changing  the  time  of  holding 
convention  from  the  first  Monday  in 
October  to  the  first  Monday  in  August, 
is  endorsed  by  the  committee  and 
the  matter  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Constitution. 

The  recommendation  in  regard  to 
brakes  on  railroad  cars  the  committee 
endorse  and  refer  the  matter  to  the 
Legislative  Committee. 

The  recommendation  that  the  Sec- 
retary-Treasurer publish  the  names  of 
all  unfair  concerns  throughout  the 
State,  every  quarter,  in  order  that  all 
unions  can  hang  them  in  their  meet- 
ing halls  for  reference,  the  committee 
endorse. 

Committee  recommend  the  conven- 
tion instruct  all  unions  to  give  the 
Secretary-Treasurer  all  assistance  in 
their  power  to  help  him  in  his  inten- 
tion to  obtain  a  correct  roster  of  all 
unions,  central  and  local. 

Daniel  F.  Clohecy, 
J.  F.  Higgins, 
P.  H.  Sweet. 

Report  accepted. 

Grievance  Committee  reported 
upon  : 

Resolution  No.  21,  by  Delegates 
Benjamin  and  Moss  :  — 

Whereas,  The  Executive  Council  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
granted  a  national  charter  to  the 
Custom  Clothing  Makers,  thereby 
dividing  our  organization  into  two 
factions;    and 

Whereas,  Considering  this  an  in- 
jury to  the  United  Garment  Workers 
of  America,  who  are  long  established 
and  holding  jurisdiction  of  that  branch 
of  the  trade ;  and 

Whereas,  Finding  the  action  of  the 
Executive  Council    contrary    to    the 
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spirit  of  unity  and  autonomy  of  trade, 
expressed  in  the  constitution  of  the 
American   Federation  of  Labor;  and 

Whereas,  The  Tailors  of  the  city  of 
Boston  are  at  this  time  suffering  by 
the  introduction  of  a  new  label  on  the 
market;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Branch  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
assembled,  hereby  protest  against  the 
action  of  the  Executive  Council  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor,  and 
that  we  do  not  recognize  a  label  placed 
on  the  market  which  tends  to  destroy 
an  organized  body,  and  that  our  dele- 
gates elected  to  the  convention  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  be  in- 
structed to  use  their  best  means  and 
energy  in  order  that  the  charter 
granted  to  the  so-called  clothing 
makers  be  withdrawn  and  revoked. 

The  committee  recommended,  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  the  Executive 
Council  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  granted  a  charter  to  the 
National  Organization  of  Custom 
Clothing  Workers  after  the  conven- 
tion held  at  Scranton  refused  same? 
the  delegate  from  this  body  to  the 
next  convention  of  the  American 
Federation  of  Labor  be  instructed  to 
do  all  in  his  power  to  have  same  re- 
voked. 

Adopted. 

Committee  on  Legislative  Commit- 
tee's Report  read  and  adopted  as 
follows : 

Your  Committee  on  Legislative 
Committee's  Report,  after  considera- 
tion of  all  its  details,  recommend  that 
the  report  be  received  and  recommen- 
dations adopted. 

In  its  bearing  on  Direct  Legislation, 
we  hold  with  the  committee  that  it 
should  receive  special  consideration 
of  the  convention  and  impress  on  the 
minds  of  the  delegates  to  carry  back 
to  their  respective  unions  and  urge 
them  to  conform  to  the  recommenda- 


tions as  submitted  by  the  Legislative 
Committee. 

Your  committee  on  recommenda- 
tion No.  2  recommend  that  in  locali- 
ties where  central  labor  unions  exist 
that  they  hold  at  least  one  open  meet- 
ing to  consider  the  question,  to  which 
the  public  shall  be  invited;  and  also 
where  central  labor  unions  do  not 
exist,  the  said  meeting  to  be  called  by 
locals. 

Recommendations  Nos.  3,  4,  5,  6,  7, 
8,  and  9 — -committee  approves  of 
same. 

Your  committee  recommend  that  the 
incoming  Legislative  Committee  be 
instructed  to  continue  the  agitation 
for  the  passage  of  the  Picketting  Bill 
and  that  affiliated  unions  and  central 
bodies  do  all  in  their  power  to  defeat 
the  men  who  opposed  the  measure  in 
the  last  Legislature. 

Your  committee  recommend  that 
the  position  taken  by  Superintendents 
of  Schools:  A.  K.  Whitcomb,  Lowell, 
W.  H.  Small,  Chelsea,  R.  K.  Condon, 
Everett,  F.  J.  Peaslee,  Lynn,  Agent 
Hibbard  and  Secretary  F.  A.  Hill  of 
the  State  Board  of  Education  should 
be  condemned  for  supporting  the 
petition  relative  to  lowering  the  school 
age,  so  that  children  under  fourteen 
years  of  age  might  be  permitted  to 
work  in  mills  and  stores  during  vaca- 
tion time. 

Further  your  committee  character- 
ize such  action  as  unworthy  and,  there 
fore,  un-American. 

Emmett  T.  Wall,  Chairman, 
D.  H.  Deegon,  Secretarv, 
J.  P.  Ryan, 
J.  McCool, 
Sim  Myers. 

The  Committe  on  Resolutions  re- 
ported as  follows  : — 

Resolution  No.  1,  submitted  by  H. 
AY.  Cooke  :— 

Whereas,  The  printing  pressmen 
employed  in  the  office  of  the  Rand- 
Avery  Supply  Company  of  Boston 
went  on  strike  some  weeks  ago  against 
the  employment  of  a  non-union  fore- 
man ; 
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Whereas,  The  members  of  Typo- 
graphical Union  No,  "13  employed  in 
that  establishment  were  called  out  on 
strike,  Oct.  1,  in  protest  against  the 
unfair  conditions  which  exist  in  their 
department,  and  also  in  support  of 
the  contention  of  the  pressmen  ;  there- 
fore 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  in- 
dorses the  strike  of  the  printers  and 
printing  pressmen  at  the  Rand-Avery 
Supply  Company  of  Boston,  and 
pledges  its  moral  support  to  the  men 
in  their  fight  against  the  unfair  con- 
ditions which  exist  in  that  establish- 
ment. 

Committee  reported  favorably  and 
report  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  2,  by  Boston  Local 
No.  11,  I.  A.  T.  S.  E.:— 

Resolved,  That  the  Massachusetts 
State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  at  Brock- 
ton, assembled  Oct.  6,  7  and  8,  1902, 
do  hereby  insist  that  the  full  moral 
support  of  all  the  labor  unions  in  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  that  are  affili- 
ated with  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  be  given 
to  the  Theatrical  Stage  Employes  of 
Boston  in  their  fight  with  the  unfair 
Boston  Theatre. 

Reported  favorably  and  adopted. 

Resolution  No  3,  by  Richard  F. 
King:— 

Whereas,  There  are  in  these  United 
States  and  Canada  over  75,000  men 
and  women  employed  at  the  rubber 
industry,  and  the  number  is  increas- 
ing every  year,  still  the  wage  earners 
of  the  industry  are  not  as  thor 
oughly  organized  as  they  should  be 
in  order  to  improve  the  conditions  of 
themselves  and  craft ;  and 

Whereas,  The  various  locals  of  rub- 
ber workers  are  endeavoring  to  have 
an  international  organization  of  rub- 
ber workers  formed  in  order  to  ac- 
complish all  that  is  embodied  in  the 
principles  of  the  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor, 

Resolved,  That  we  act  in  conjunc- 
tion with  Rubber  Workers' Union  No. 
8622   of  Cambridge,    Mass.,   in    their 


effort  to  try  and  organize  all  rubber 
workers  as  yet  unorganized  in  this 
State. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention 
request  the  central  union  to  co- 
operate in  the  work  of  organizing 
rubber  workers  where  rubber  facto- 
ries exist  in  their  locality;  and  be  it 
further 

Resolved,  That  we  appropriate 
enough  money  to  carry  on  the  work 
as  set  forth  in  preceding  resolve,  and 
that  some  one  be  appointed  at  this 
convention  to  carry  on  the  work,  one 
who  is  acquainted  with  the  condition 
of  the  rubber  industry  ;  and 

Resolved,  That  the  delegate  from 
this  body  to  the  next  National  Con- 
vention be  instructed  to  do  all  in  his 
power  to  have  said  convention  do  the 
same  as  set  forth  in  preceding  resolve. 

Resolved,  That  the  delegate  be  in- 
structed to  recommend  the  formation 
of  an  International  Union  of  Rubber 
Workers,  said  union  to  be  formed  as 
soon  as  possible. 

Committee  approve  request  of  or. 
ganization  and  refer  to  executive 
council  as  to  organizer.     Adopted. 

Resolution  No.  4,  by  Richard  F. 
King  :— 

Whereas,  Rubber  Workers'  Union 
No.  8622  have  been  fighting  the  Hood 
Rubber  Company  since  the  25th  of 
April,  1901,  for  conditions  the  nature 
of  which  all  organized  labor  has  been 
informed  of ;  and 

Whereas,  With  the  support  of  or- 
ganized labor,  they  have  succeeded  in 
demonstrating  to  said  unfair  firm  that 
the  boycott  is  mightier  than  the  sword, 
and  that  the  A.  F.  of  L.  stand  for  one 
for  all,  and  all  for  one,  and  that  by 
strictly  following  that  principle  they 
have  nearly  succeeded  in  driving 
from  the  markets  of  this  country  to 
England,  from  whence  they  also  ex- 
pect to  drive  it  with  the  assistance  of 
our  friends  in  England  ;  and 

Whereas,  There  still  remain  some 
Hood  and  Old  Colony  rubbers — 
marked  and  unmarked — for  sale  in 
the  markets  of  this  country;  and 
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Whereas,  The  trade-mark  of  the 
Hood  Rubber  Company  and  Old  Col- 
ony Rubber  Company  has  been  erased 
from  returned  goods  in  the  hope  of 
fooling  organized  labor,  but  as  all 
manufacturers  of  rubber  footwear 
stamp  their  goods,  the  Hood  and  Old 
Colony  will  be  easily  recognized, 
whether  marked  or  unmarked.  The 
brands  are  Hood,  Old  Colony,  Vic- 
toria, Crown,  York,  Puritan,  Inde- 
pendent. 

Resolved,  By  the  Massachusetts 
State  Branch  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  at 
convention  assembled,  that  the  strike 
of  Rubber  Workers'  Union  No.  8622, 
A.  F.  of  L.,  be  reindorsed  by  this 
body,  and  that  the  secretary  stand 
instructed  to  notify  all  centrals  and 
locals  connected  to  that  effect;  and, 
further, 

Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  it  is  in 
our  opinion,  for  the  best  interest  of 
organized  labor,  that  all  unions  in 
this  State  render  to  local  No.  8622 
every  assistance  when  called  upon  to 
help  them  defeat  the  Hood  Rubber 
Company,  and  that  all  delegates  to 
this  convention  carry  back  to  their 
respective  locals  and  have  action 
taken  on  the  matter. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  5,  by  Cornelius  P. 
Shea : — 

Whereas,  The  Team  Drivers'  Local 
No.  191  have  a  grievance  against  the 
firm  of  P.  O'Riordan  of  Charlestown, 
Mass.;  and 

Whereas,  Said  Local  desire  the  as- 
sistance of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Branch  to  bring  about  a  settlement  of 
the  existing  trouble,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  matter  be  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  incoming  Execu- 
tive Board,  and  they  instructed  to 
endeavor  to  bring  about  a  settlement 
of  the  trouble. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  6,  by  M.  McGinty:— 

Whereas,  The  United  Hatters  of 
North  America  are  at  present  engaged 
in  a  strike  of  large  proportion  at  the 


factory  of  D.  E.  Loewie  &  Co.,  of 
Danbury,  Conn.,  for  the  recognition 

of  their  union  and  for   union   c< 
tions;  and 

Whereas,  This  strike  has  now  lasted 
two  months,  and  in  consequence  of 
this  firm's  antagonism  to  organized 
labor,  we  appeal  to  this  convention 
for  your  moral  support;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  of  vital  importance, 
not  only  to  the  United  Hatters'  or- 
ganization, but  also  to  organized  labor 
in  general,  that  the  United  Hatters  of 
North  America  shall  be  victorious  in 
the  fight  which  they  are  making  for 
the  existence  of  their  union  ;  and 

Whereas,  The  United  Hatters  of 
North  America  have  never  refused  to 
give  assistance,  financially  or  other- 
wise, to  their  brethren  who  have  asked 
for  it;  therefore,  be  it 

*  Resolved,  That  this  convention 
hereby  indorses  and  approves  of  the 
course  pursued  by  the  United  Hat- 
ters of  North  America,  in  their  pres- 
ent fight  against  this  concern. 

Resolved,  That  we  will  call  upon 
all  unions  affiliated  with  the  State 
Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  to  give  all  the 
assistance  possible  to  the  United  Hat- 
ters of  North  America  in  this  fight 
which  they  are  at  present  so  manfully 
making  against  wrong  and  oppression, 
and  we  hereby  pledge  ourselves  not 
to  patronize  any  dealer  or  dealers  who 
handle  the  product  of  non-union  hat- 
ters, and  more  particularly  the  product 
of  the  firm  of  D.  E.  Loewie  &  Co., 
of  Danbury,  Conn. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  8,  by  M.  D.  Col- 
fins: — 

Whereas,  There  are  a  great  number 
of  city  employes  not  organized  who 
should  be ; 

Resolved,  That  the  incoming  Exec- 
utive Board  be  instucted  to  make 
special  efforts  to  organize  the  em- 
ployes of  the  various  cities  of  the 
State  that  are  unorganized. 

Approved  and  referred  to  Executive 
Committee  for  action. 
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Resolution  -No.  9,  by  P.  F.  Han- 
ley: — 

Whereas,  The  Shirt,  Waist  and 
Laundry  Workers'  Union  No.  64  of 
Brockton  has  secured,  through  organ- 
ization, an  average  raise  in  wages  of 
$1.00  to  $2.00  per  week  in  the  laun- 
dries of  Brockton,  and  established  an 
arbitration  agreement  with  the  laun- 
dry proprietors  of  Brockton ; 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Branch, 
in  convention  assembled,  request  the 
State  and  district  organizers  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  to  use  their  best  efforts  to 
organize  the  laundry  workers  in  the 
different  cities  and  towns  of  the  State. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  10,  by  Thomas  J. 
Edwards :  — 

Whereas,  There  are  in  Cambridge 
and  Somerville,  both  adjoining  cities, 
many  large  manufactories  whose  em- 
ployes are  not  organized,  and  should 
be;  and 

Whereas,  The  state  of  organization 
among  the  wage  earners  of  said  cities 
and  vicinity  is  at  a  very  low  ebb,  and 
requires  a  great  deal  of  exertion  on 
the  part  of  the  Cambridge  Central 
Labor  Union,  in  order  to  bring  the 
conditions  up  to  where  they  should 
be; 

Resolved,  That  the  incoming  Exec- 
utive Board  make  special  efforts  to 
assist  the  Cambridge  Central  Labor 
Union,  in  organizing  the  thousands  of 
wage  earners  in  that  locality,  who  are 
at  present  in  an  unorganized  state. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  11,  by  Charles  M- 
Mclsaac :  — 

Whereas,  The  Fish  Skinners,  Cut- 
ters and  Handlers'  Union  No.  9582  of 
Gloucester  having  lately  become  or- 
ganized ;  and 

Whereas,  Having  made  a  deter- 
mined stand  to  better  the  conditions 
of  the  fish  workers  of  Gloucester,  and 
being  very  successful  in  their  efforts  ; 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  delegates  to 
this,  the  17th  annual  convention  of 
the    Massachusetts   State   Branch   of 


the  A.  F.  of  L.,  heartily  commend  the 
fish  workers  in  their  efforts,  and 
pledge  them  our  hearty  support. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  13,  by  Henry  Ster- 
ling :  — 

Whereas,  The  greed  and  oppres- 
sion of  the  coal  trust  have  resulted  in 
appalling  public  calamities; 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  of 
organized  workers  of  Massachusetts 
telegraph  its  sympathy  and  encourage- 
ment to  President  John  Mitchell  and 
the  United  Mine  Workers.  We  deem 
it  of  vital  importance  to  the  workers 
of  the  whole  country  that  neither  side 
to  this  controversy  shall  submit,  but 
that  the  fight  shall  go  on  until  it 
reaches  it  legitimate  end  —  public 
ownership  and  operation  of  the  coal 
mines.     The  sum  of  is  here- 

with appropriated  for  the  assistance 
of  the  miners. 

Resolved,  That  we  demand  that  the 
President  of  the  United  States  seize 
and  operate  the  anthracite  coal  mines 
and  the  coal  carrying  railroads  of 
Eastern  Pennsylvania,  to  prevent 
further  public  suffering. 

Resolved,  That  we  petition  Con- 
gress to  consficate  the  anthracite  coal 
mines  for  public  use,  on  the  grounds 
of  public  extortion  and  robbing  by 
the  coal  trust,  and  its  cruel  oppression 
of  its  employes. 

Resolved,  That  we  demand  that 
criminal  proceedings  be  instituted 
against  the  managers  of  the  coal  com- 
bine, under  the  Sherman  anti-trust 
iaw. 

Resolved,  That  we  view  with  shame 
and  indignation  the  cowardly  impo- 
tence and  subservience  of  those  public 
officials  who  cower  before  plutocratic 
magnates,  and  find  that  "there  is 
nothing  that  we  can  do,"  when  the 
welfare  of  the  public  demands  ener- 
getic action. 

Resolved,  That  we  approve  and 
support  the  legal  proceedings  insti- 
tuted by  Heman  W.  Chaplin,  Esq., 
and  others  of  Boston,  for  a  receiver- 
ship for  the  hard  coal  properties,  and 
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expres  our  contempt  for  those  officials 
who  have  neglected  their  obligations 
to  the  people  and  left  action  in  behalf 
of  the  publie  to  be  undertaken  by 
private  individuals. 

Approved  and  adopted. 
Resolution  No.  14,  by  Henry  Ster- 
ling. 

Whereas,  The  coal  mine  operators 
and  certain  public  men  are  denouncing 
the  coal  miners  for  preventing  men 
from  working. 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  call 
the  attention  of  these  men  and  the 
public  generally  to  the  fact  that  the 
coal  mine  operators  and  the  coal  rail- 
roads of  Pennsylvania  are  and  have 
been  holding  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  acres  of  land  absolutely  idle ; 
enough  to  furnish  work  for  all  the  coal 
miners  in  creation.  These  are  the 
criminals  who  stand  between  the 
miners  and  their  God-given  opportu- 
nity to  work. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  15,  by  F.  P.  Fall:  — 

Whereas,  The  coal  strike  has 
crippled  the  union  of  Coal  Teamsters 
and  Helpers ;  and 

Whereas,  The  agreement  in  vogue 
at  the  present  time  becomes  a  thing 
of  the  past ;  and 

Whereas.  The  Coal  Club  of  Boston 
refuses  to  deal  with  the  unions  in- 
volved; therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  of  this 
Seventeenth  Convention  do  and  are 
hereby  requested  to  assist  the  same 
unions  involved  in  renewing  their 
agreement. 

Approved  and  referred  to  Executive 
Council  for  action. 

Resolution  No.  16,  by  Charles  R. 
Stirling :  — 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Branch 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
endorse  the  label  adopted  by  the  L. 
S.  Starrett  Tool  Co.,  of  Athol,  Mass., 
and  the  Sawyer  Tool  Co  ,  of  Fitch- 
burg,  Mass. ;  and,  be  it  further 


Resolved,  That  the  State  Branch 
in  convention  assembled,  endorse  the 
action  of  the  above-named  firms. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  17.  by  Joseph  P. 
Walsh:  — 

Whereas,  The  bakers  of  this  State 
and  country  have  a  boycott  on  the 
National  Biscuit  Company,  for  being 
unfair  to  organized  labor; 

Resolved,  That  this  State  Branch 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  do  all  in  its  power 
to  drive  said  goods  of  the  National 
Biscuit  Company  from  this  State. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of 
said  State  Branch  write  to  all  bodies 
connected  with  said  State  Branch  not 
to  patronize  said  goods. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  18,  by  George  E. 
Vincens  :  — 

Resolved,  That  two  hundred  dol- 
lars be  donated  to  the  United  Mine 
Workers. 

Committee  recommend  postpone- 
ment until  report  of  Finance  Commit- 
tee has  been  made.     Carried. 

Adjourned  11.50  a.m. 

Afternoon  Session. 

Convention  called  to  order  at  2  p.m« 
President  F.  H.  McCarthy  in  the 
chair. 

Minutes  of  morning  session  adopted 
as  read. 

Credential  Committee  reported, 
recommending  the  seating  of  W.  J. 
Joyce  of  Electrical  Workers  No.  103 
of  Boston.     Adopted. 

Delegate  Driscoll,  on  behalf  of  the 
delegates,  presented  each  of  the  two 
women  delegates  with  a  gold  ring  and 
hat  pin. 

Miss  Anna  T.  Bowen,  Cigar  Factory 
Tobacco  Strippers  of  Boston,  and  Mrs. 
Annie  Hicks  of  Stitchers  of  Brockton? 
thanked  the  delegates  for  the  gifts. 
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Committee  on  President's  Report 
reported  as  follows  :  — 

COMMITTEE  ON    PRESIDENT'S    REPORT. 

The  committee  has  carefully  con- 
sidered the  recommendations  pre- 
sented by  the  President, 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee 
that  the  recommendation  for  high 
dues  be  concurred  in. 

In  regard  to  the  union  labels,  we 
recommend  that  the  portion  relating 
to  union  labels  be  adopted,  and  that 
a  united  demand  be  made  for  union 
label  goods. 

In  regard  to  compulsory  arbitra- 
tion, that  the  President's  recommen- 
dation be  adopted. 

We  do  unanimously  endorse  the 
recommendation  of  the  President  in 
regard  to  John  F.  O'Sullivan's  death, 
and  also  concur  in  the  suggestions  of 
the  President,  and  the  committee 
would  recommend  that  one  hour  be 
set  aside  for  eulogy  on  the  death  of 
John  F.  O'Sullivan. 

Regarding  government  by  injunc- 
tion, your  committee  would  recom- 
mend that  the  recommendation  of 
your  President  be  endorsed. 

Regarding  political  action,  the  com- 
mittee do  concur. 

Regarding  recommendation  of  the 
President  relative  to  salary  of  the 
Secretary-Treasurer,  the  committee 
recommend  that  the  salary  be  $300 
per  year,  and  the  committee  further 
recommend  that  the  present  incum- 
bent receive  the  amount  of  $300  for 
1902. 

Your  committee  is  of  the  opinion 
that  the  report  of  your  President  is  a 
creditable  one,  and  calls  tor  commen- 
dation of  the  organized  workers  of 
this  State,  and  he  has  performed  his 
duty  in  a  faithful  and  diligent  man- 
ner, ready  at  all  times  to  assist  those 
in  distress. 

Robert  A.  Callahan, 
J.  F.  Convery, 
Peter  C.  Maloney, 
James  Tansey, 
T.  J.  Minnihan, 

Committee. 


Moved  and  seconded  report  be  ac- 
cepted and  recommendations  adopted 

Amendment  offered  by  Delegate 
Mahoney,  that  report  be  accepted,  and 
that  part  of  the  President's  report 
referring  to  political  action  be  elimi- 
nated. 

A  protracted  debate  ensued,  par 
ticipated  in  by  many  delegates  and 
occupying  the  major  portion  of  the 
remainder  of  the  afternoon  session 
at  the  close  of  which  the  amendment 
was  defeated  by  a  vote  of  83  to  15? 
and  the  report  of  the  committee  was 
then  adopted. 

Convention  adjourned  at  5.15  p.m. 

Third  Day's  Session. 

Convention  called  to  order  at  9.15 
a.m.,  President  F.  H.  McCarthy  in  the 
chair. 

Roll  called. 

Minutes  of  afternoon  session  adopt- 
ed as  read. 

Voted  that  the  election  of  officers 
take  place  after  the  reading  of  minutes 
in  the  afternoon  session. 

The  President  appointed  the  follow- 
Committee  on  Injunctions  : 

F.  K.  Foster,  D.  Healey,  E.  F.Ward. 

On  Brewery  Injunction  : 

J.  R.  Crozier,  D.  D.  Driscoll,  E.  T. 
Walls. 

On  testimonial  to  John  F.  O'Sulli- 

D.  D.  Driscoll,  C.  H.  Winslow,  J. 
G.  Jackson. 

Voted  that  all  speeches  be  limited 
to  five  minutes,  except  for  the  intro- 
ducer of  resolutions. 

Committee  on  Grievances  reported 
on : 

Resolution  No.  53,  by  F.  A.  Mitch, 
ell:  — 
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Whereas,  The  Wood,  Wire  and 
Metal  Lathers'  Local  No.  72  of  Boston 
and  Vicinity  have,  by  an  unanimous 
vote  of  the  Building  Trades  Council 
of  Boston,  and  by  a  vote  of  138  to  22 
of  the  Central  Labor  Union  of  Boston, 
declared  that  all  light  iron  furring  and 
wire  lathing  in  Boston  and  Vicinity 
shall  come  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metal  Lathers' 
International  Union,  Local  No.  72, 
of  Boston,  Mass. ;  and 

Whereas,  In  all  other  cities  where 
this  work  is  performed  it  is  controlled 
by  the  Lathers  in  their  respective 
cities  ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Branch  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor  en- 
dorse the  action  taken  by  the  Building 
Trades  Council  and  Central  Labor 
Union,  granting  the  right  to  and  in  be- 
half of  the  Lathers'  Union,  Local  No. 
72  of  Boston. 

Recommended  that  resolution  be 
referred  to  the  delegate  to  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  without 
recommendation. 

Moved  that  report  be  accepted. 
Amended  that  delegate  to  American 
Federation  of  Labor  work  for  interest 
of  Lathers.     Amendment  lost. 

Committee's  report  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  19,  by  Joseph  G. 
Jackson  :  — 

Whereas,  The  employment  of 
women  and  minors  in  our  manufac- 
tories between  the  hours  of  6  p.m.  and 
6  a.m.  is  a  disgrace  to  the  State  of 
Massachusetts,  and  against  the  best 
moral,  physical  and  intellectual  inter- 
ests of  those  so  employed  ; 

Resolved,  That  we  pledge  ourselves 
individually,  and  as  a'  body,  to  en- 
deavor to  prevail  upon  our  senators 
and  representatives  to  vote  for  such 
measures  as  will  forever  abolish  the 
employment  of  women  and  minors 
between  the  hours  of  6  p.m.  and  6 
a.m. 

Adopted. 


Resolution  No.  20,  by  Delegate 
M.  J.  Mattimoe:  — 

Whereas,  The  firm  of  Michael  P. 
Murphy  &  Co.,  69  Shawmut  avenue, 
Boston,  has  refused  to  employ  mem- 
bers of  Bartenders'  Union  No.  77 ; 
and 

Whereas,  Said  firm  has  been  placed 
upon  the  unfair  list  by  Local  No.  77 
and  Central  Labor  Union   of  Boston  ; 

Resolved,  The  State  Branch  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.,  in  17th  Annual  Conven- 
tion assembled,  do  endorse  the  action 
taken  by  Local  No.  77  and  Central 
Labor  Union,  and  pledges  itself  to  do 
all  in  its  power  to  bring  said  firm  to 
the  condition  demanded  by  No.  77. 

Adopted. 

Resolution  No.  22,  by  Dennis 
Healey :  — 

Resolved,  That  the  Massachusetts 
State  Branch  of  the  American  Feder- 
ation of  Labor  use  its  best  efforts, 
through  its  organizers  and  represen- 
tatives, to  help  to  organize  the  per- 
sons employed  in  tanneries  and 
leather  factories  throughout  the  State, 
and  that  it  also  help  in  every  possible 
way,  through  the  locals  and  central 
bodies  affiliated,  to  create  a  demand 
for  all  articles  of  leather  bearing  the 
stamp  of  the  Amalgamated  Leather 
Workers'  Union  of  America. 

Approved. 

Resolution  No.  23,  by  delegates  from 
Brewery  Workers  of  Boston  :  — 

Whereas,  We  have  been  engaged  in 
a  struggle  for  24  weeks  for  the  sus- 
tenance of  the  rights  of  organized 
labor,  to  be  recognized  as  a  power 
against  organized  capital,  namely  the 
brewery  proprietors  of  Boston,  the 
New  England  Brewers'  Association 
and  the  U.  S.  Brewers'  Association  ; 
and 

Whereas,  It  was  necessary  to  use 
and  exercise  our  power  as  organized 
labor,  and  in  order  to  do  that  it  be- 
came necessary  to  ask  the  aid  of  all 
trades  unions  of  Massachusetts  and 
the  New  England  States;  and 
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Whereas,  The  trades  unions  and 
the  friends  of  organized  labor  have 
supported  us  in  our  fight  so  nobly, 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  Brewery 
Workers  of  Boston,  do  hereby  tender 
our  thanks  to  all  trades  unionists  and 
friends  of  organized  labor  for  the 
elegant  and  noble  support  they  have 
rendered  us  in  our  fight  for  our  right ; 
and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  to  the 
convention  of  the  State  Branch  be 
instructed  to  present  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions  at  the  aforesaid  conven- 
tion ;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  Brewery 
Workers  of  Boston,  will  do  all  in  our 
power  to  render  moral  and  financial 
aid  to  all  trades  unions  who  may  be 
engaged  in  the  struggle  of  emancipa- 
tion of  the  working  class. 

Approved. 

Resolution  No.  24,  by  J.  A.  Stew" 
art :  — 

Whereas,  The  members  of  the 
Wood,  Wire  and  Metallic  Lathers' 
International  Union  in  Boston  and 
vicinity  are  trying  to  claim  all  interior 
partitions,  overhead  furring,  and  all 
inside  iron  work  in  general  in  build- 
ings, as  a  part  of  the  lather's  trade, 
thereby  trying  to  usurp  all  interior 
work  heretofore  performed  by  car- 
penters, with  the  exception  of  finish 
work ; 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of 
L.  U.  386,  U.  B.  C.  and  J.  of  A.,  be- 
lieve the  said  interior  work  to  be  a 
part  of  the  carpenter's  work,  and 
can  in  no  way  be  construed  as  lath- 
ing; therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  members  of 
the  above  organization,  believe  that 
the  Wood,  Wire  and  Metallic  Lathers' 
L.  U.  has  no  more  right  to  construct 
iron  partitions,  iron  furring,  etc.,  sim- 
ply because  said  partitions  are  cov- 
ered with  metallic  lathing,  than  they 
have  to  wooden  partitions  or  wooden 
furring  covered  with  wooden  laths ; 
therefore,  be  it  further 

Resolved,    That    we     request     the 


National  Convention  of  A.  F.  of  L., 
through  the  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L., 
to  enact  such  legislation  as  will  dis- 
tinguish all  interior  iron  work,  such 
as  partitions,  overhead  furring,  etc., 
as  a  part  of  the  carpenter's  work,  a 
matter  which  has  always  been  con- 
ceded in  the  past  until  the  recent 
attempt  to  usurp,  by  the  aforesaid 
lathers,  which  the  carpenters  of  Bos- 
ton and  vicinity  do  hereby  emphati- 
cally protest  against,  and  trust  that 
the  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  will 
take  action  accordingly. 

Committee  report,  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  the  international  unions 
have  taken  the  matter  in  hand,  we 
recommend  that  the  matter  be  referred 
to  the  A.  F.  of  L.  without  recommen- 
dation from  this  branch.     Approved. 

Resolution  No.  25,  by  J.  C.  Allis: — 

Whereas,  Section  1  of  Article  8  of 
the  constitution  provides  that  a  full 
financial  report  shall  be  submitted  to 
all  affiliated  organizations  every  quar- 
ter ;  and 

Whereas,  This  law  has  been  ignored 
the  past  year  ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  incoming  sec- 
retary be  instructed  that  this  law  must 
be  complied  with. 

Adopted. 

Resolution  No.  26,  by  George  E- 
Vincens  :  — 

Whereas,  The  American  Federation 
of  Labor  has  declared  in  favor  of 
Direct  Legislation  in  state  and  nation- 
al affairs ;  and 

Whereas,  The  members  who  com- 
pose the  unions  that  form  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  are  deprived 
from  the  advantages  of  this  method 
of  enacting  laws  for  the  goverment  of 
the   American   Federation  of  Labor ; 

Resolved,  That  we  petition  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  con- 
vention, to  be  held  Nov.  13th,  to  enact 
laws  which  will  give  the  members  the 
power  to  make  their  own  laws. 

Committee  reported  action  un- 
necessary.    Report  adopted. 
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Resolution  No.  27,  by  J.  R.  Cro- 
zier :  — 

Whereas,  The  Carriage  and  Wagon 
Workers  of  this  State  are  in  a  deplor- 
able condition  for  the  want  of  organi- 
zation; therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of 
this  body  be  instructed  to  request  the 
central  bodies  to  render  their  assist- 
ance in  organizing  the  Carriage  and 
Wagon  Workers  in  their  respective 
localities. 

Adopted. 

Resolution  No.  28,  by  Thomas  J. 
Gannon  :  — 

Whereas,  The  bakers  of  this  coun- 
try have  a  label  on  the  market; 

Resolved,  That  this  State  Branch 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  re-endorse  the  label 
of  International  Bakers'  Union. 

Adopted. 

Resolution  No.  29,  by  Daniel  F. 
Clohecy,  Nathan  Wilkins,  J.  F.  Hig 
gins,  P.  H.  Sweet:  — 

Whereas,  It  has  come  to  the  notice 
of  the  Committee  on  Executive  Coun- 
cil's Report  that  it  is  possible  the 
union  label  may  be  put  on  all  printing 
issued  by  the  State; 

Resolved,  That  the  incoming  Exec- 
utive Board  use  their  best  endeavors 
to  have  the  State  printing  bear  the 
union  label,  by  waiting  on  the  com- 
mittee who  have  charge  of  printing 
and  on  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Adopted. 

Resolution  No.  30,  by  Joseph  T. 
Walsh:  — 

Whereas,  The  Bakers  have  a  boy- 
cott on  the  Wyman  dining  saloons, 
Dewey  Sq.,  Broad  St.,  cor.  Washing- 
ton and  Ohio  Sts.,  Dover  St.,  Broad- 
way, So.  Boston,  Chauncy  St.,  (bowl- 
ing alley) ; 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Branch  of 
the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
endorse  said  boycott. 

Approved. 

Resolution  No.  31,  by  F.  P.  Fall  :  — 

Whereas,    The   American    Federa- 


tion of  Labor,  in  its  past  conventions, 
has  endorsed  and  reindorsed  the  card 
of  the  Coal  Teamster'  Unions;  and 

Whereas,  The  same  has  not  been 
looked  for  by  numbers  of  locals  affilia- 
ted with  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor. 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  the 
American  Federation  of  Labor  and 
its  friends  will  not  recognize  any  team- 
ster who  does  not  carry  the  card  of 
the  Coal  Teamsters  of  the  Interna- 
tional Union. 

Approved. 

Resolution  No.  32,  by  F.  P.  Fall :  — 

Whereas,  The  card  of  the  Coal 
Teamsters  of  the  Team  Drivers' 
International  Union  represents  the 
union. 

Whereas,  The  Coal  Teamsters'  card 
is  the  only  proof  of  the  same,  as  it 
distinguishes  union  from  non-union 
men. 

Resolved,  That  the  American  Fede- 
ration of  Labor,  in  convention  assem- 
bled in  Brockton,  reindorse  the  card 
of  the  Coal  Teamsters. 

Resolved,  That  every  member  of 
each  affiliated  union  be  and  is  hereby 
requested  to  demand  the  card  from 
all  dealers  in  coal,  when  purchasing 
the  same,  thereby  showing  their 
loyalty  to  the  cause  of  unionism  in  a 
substantial  manner. 

Approved. 

Resolution  No.  33,  by  A.  H.  Saun- 
ders :  — 

Whereas,  Great  conflict  and  mis- 
understanding has  obtained  by  reason 
©f  the  numerous  stamps  used  by  the 
various  unions  for  the  protection  of 
their  products ;   and 

Whereas,  The  average  buyer  is  not 
at  the  present  time,  and  is  not  likely 
in  the  near  future,  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  all  such  stamps  and 
marks ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  would  be  for  the 
interest  of  all  union  workers  to  have 
the  national  organization  of  the  A. 
F.  of  L.  provide  a  single  stamp,  or 
mark,  to  be  used  on  all  union  product. 


(40) 


Resolved,  That  our  representatives 
to  the  national  convention  be  in- 
structed to  bring  this  matter  before 
the  national  bod)'. 

Committee  report  adversely.  Report 
adopted. 

Resolution  No.  34,  by  E.  J  Clark: — 

Resolved,  That  Ladies'  Label 
Leagues  should  be  formed  in  every 
locality.  Every  central  labor  union 
and  local  in  every  locality  are  hereby 
requested  to  give  immediate  attention 
to  the  organization  of  such  leagues. 

Approved. 

Resolution  No.  35,  by  Delegates 
Guntner,  McDonald  and  Doherty  :  — 

Whereas,  In  the  past  the  Carpen- 
ters and  Joiners  of  Boston,  and  the 
Woodworkers'  Union,  Local  No.  24  of 
Boston,  have  been  involved  in  trade 
disputes,  and  in  order  to  bring  about 
a  more  friendly  relationship  between 
our  craft,  the  matter  was  referred  to 
the  Scranton  convention  for  a  settle- 
ment. The  subject  matter  was  re- 
ferred to  the  incoming  Executive 
Council  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  Enclosed 
find  a  copy  of  the  finding  of  the 
Executive  Council  of  the  A.  F.  of  L. 
We  request  of  you  to  endorse  the 
same. 

Adopted. 

Resolution  No.  36,  by  Daniel  F. 
Clohecy :  — 

Whereas,  The  Haverhill  Central 
Labor  Union  and  the  Cigar  Makers' 
Union  of  said  city  are  not  working  in 
harmony;  and 

Whereas,  This  condition  of  affairs 
is  brought  about  through  the  Haver- 
hill Central  Labor  Union  not  giving 
the  local  Cigar  Makers'  Union  the 
support  and  assistance  they  have  a 
right  to  expect;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  incoming  Exec- 
utive Council  be  instructed  to  take 
such  action  as  to  them  would  seem 
best  to  establish  harmonious  relations 
between  the  Haverhill  Centra!  Labor 
Union  and  the  Cigar  Makers'  Union 
of  that  city. 


Referred  to  Grievance  Committee. 

Resolution  No.  37,  by  J.  J.  Fraser: — 

Whereas,  The  need  of  some  method 
of  placing  a  fine  or  otherwise  dis- 
cipline members  of  local  unions  who 
are  found  guilty  of  purchasing  goods 
which  do  not  bear  the  label  of  the 
various  crafts,  or  of  patronizing  non- 
union goods  or  establishments,  seems 
to  be  a  crying  need  at  the  present 
time,  as  in  many  crafts  this  is  not 
legal  according  to  many  international 
constitutions;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  delegate  from 
this  body  to  the  New  Orleans  con- 
vention of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  ask  that  all 
internationals  be  instructed  to  con- 
sider the  matter  of  granting  their 
locals  the  power  of  imposing  fines  on 
members  who  persist  in  patronizing 
unfair  establishments  and  buying  and 
using  non-union  goods,  said  fines  to 
be  placed  on  current  cards,  and  col- 
lection of  same  fines  to. hold  priority 
of  monthly  or  weekly  dues. 

Committee  report  inexpedient  to 
legislate.     Report  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  38,  by  Henry  Ster- 
ling:— 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil is  hereby  authorized  to  appropriate 
sums  aggregating  $100  to  the  work  of 
the  Joint  Committee  on  Direct  Legis- 
lation, in  such  sums  and  at  such  times 
as  necessity  requires. 

Committee  recommend  that  it  be 
laid  over  until  report  of  Finance  Com- 
mittee. Report  adopted,  and  whole 
matter  referred  to  Executive  Council. 

Resolution  No.  39,  by  Henry  Ster- 
ling. -- 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary-Treas- 
urer shall  issue  monthly  a  report  of 
the  transactions  of  the  Executive 
Council  and  officers  of  the  State 
Branch  of  American  Federation  of 
Labor  of  Massachusetts,  and  send  a 
copy  of  the  same  to  the  Secretary  of 
all  locals  affiliated,  and  others  inter- 
ested. 

Adopted. 

Adjourned. 
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Afternoon  Session. 

Convention  was  called  to  order  at 
2.10  p.m.,  with  President  F.  H.  Mc- 
Carthy in  the  chair. 

Roll  call  dispensed  with. 

Minutes  of  morning  session  adopted 
as  corrected. 

On  motion,  regular  order  of  busi 
ness  was  suspended  to  hear  report  of 
Resolution  Committee  on  resolution 
No.  47. 

Resolution  No.  47,  by  H.  Joseph 
Quinn  :  — 

Whereas,  The  Retail  Clerks  of  Mas 
sachusetts  have  recently  began  to 
organize  into  locals  of  the  Retail 
Clerks'  International  Protective  Asso- 
ciation ;  and 

Whereas,  Such  organization  has 
necessarily  been  slow,  because  of  the 
natural  conservatism  of  that  class  of 
wage  workers,  and  because  of  very 
little  assistance  from  organized  labor; 
and 

Whereas,  The  complete  organiza- 
tion of  Retail  Clerks  would  place  in 
the  hands  of  organized  labor  an 
almost  unlimited  power,  as  regards 
the  sale  of  union  label  goods,  thereby 
giving  us  control,  in  addition  to  the 
productive  trade,  that  of  the  distribu- 
tive trade ; 

Resolved,  That  we  urge  upon  all 
central  bodies  and  organizers  of  Mas- 
sachusetts the  importance  of  aiding 
the  Retail  Clerks  in  organizing;  and 
be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Branch  be  instructed  to  use  its  influ- 
ences with  the  R.  C.  I.  P.  A.  Execu- 
tive Board  to  the  end  that  a  paid 
organizer  of  the  R.  C.  I.  P.  A.  be 
appointed  for  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts, with  headquarters  in  the  State, 
who  shall  devote  his  whole  time  to 
organizing  and  looking  after  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Retail  Clerks'  unions. 

Favorable  report  of  committee  was 
adopted. 


Convention  proceeded  to  election 
of  officers. 

For  President,  Delegate  Myers 
nominated  J.  R.  Crozier.  No  other 
nomination.  Secretary  cast  one  bal- 
lot for  vote  of  the  convention  for  J. 
R.  Crozier,  and  he  was  declared 
elected. 

President-elect  was  escorted  to  the 
chair. 

(From   Brockton  Times." 

"  Being  formally  installed  in  his  new 
office,  the  first  act  of  the  President 
was  to  recognize  Delegate  Frank  K. 
Foster  of  Boston,  who  took  the  meet- 
ing somewhat  by  surprise  by  announc- 
ing in  a  grave  tone  of  voice  that  he 
had  to  speak  of  a  very  serious  matter. 
A  hush  fell  over  the  meeting  as  the 
delegate  proceeded,  and  every  mem- 
ber was  soon  listening  intently.  '  It 
is  my  way,'  said  the  delegate,  '  to 
speak  before  a  man's  face  when  I 
have  anything  to  say  about  him,  no 
matter  how  disagreeable  it  may  be. 
So  I  take  this  opportunity  while  our 
retiring  president  is  present  to  bring 
the  charge  against  him  which  I  feel  it 
my  duty  to  bring.' 

"Delegate  Foster  commanded  full 
attention  by  this  time.  Every  dele- 
gate was  listening  to  him,  while  looks 
of  astonishment  commenced  to  appear 
as  they  glanced  at  each  other.  Ex- 
President  McCarthy  was  looking  fix- 
edly at  the  speaker,  and  the  situation 
was  extremely  dramatic.  Delegate 
Foster's  voice  rose  louder  and  sterner 
as  he  exclaimed : 

"  '  What  can  be  thought,  Mr.  Presi- 
dent, of  the  conduct  of  our  retiring 
president,  who  has  been  in  the  fight 
for  the  union  label,  and  who,  as  we 
thought,  was  sincere  in  that  fight  ? 
Will  it  be  believed  that  he,  in  spite  of 
all  this,  has  been  carrying  around 
him  articles  which  do  not  bear  the 
union  label  ? ' 

"  Ex-President  McCarthy,  whose 
change  of  countenance  had  only  ex- 
pressed wonder  and  perplexity,  com- 
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menced  to  smile  at  this  point,  and 
leaned  back  in  the  seat  he  had  taken 
in  a  corner. 

•  "  Delegate  Foster  continued  stern]}/, 
'I  should  like  to  ask  the  retiring  presi- 
dent if  he  has,  among  his  wearing 
apparel,  any  article  which  does  not 
bear  the  union  label  ? ' 

'"Not  that  I  know  of,'  promptly 
replied  Mr.  McCarthy,  with  a  smile. 

'"I  would  ask,'  persisted  Mr. 
Foster,  with  great  apparent  bitterness, 
whether  his  watch  has  the  union  label 
or  not  ? ' 

'"Well,  I  can't  say,' said  Mr  Mc- 
Carthy. '  It  would  probably  be  the 
tinsmith's  label  if  it  had  any.' 

'"Well,  then,'  said  Mr,  Foster,  'to 
correct  this  state  of  affairs,  his  friends 
have  determined  to  present  the  retir- 
ing president  with  a  watch  which 
bears  the  union  stamp.  In  doing  this, 
we  wish  to  testify  to  the  high  regard 
and  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  his 
fellow  members  of  the  State  Branch 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor, 
and  to  the  faithful  and  efficient  ser- 
vice which  he  has  rendered  us.' 

"Delegate  Foster  eloquently  con- 
tinued his  eulogy  of  ex-President  Mc- 
Carthy, and  presented  him  with  a 
beautiful  gold  watch  and  chain,  en- 
graved with  the  inscription,  '  To  Frank 
H.  McCarthy,  from  His  Friends,  A. 
F.  of  L.,  1902.'  It  was  with  difficulty 
that  Mr.  McCarthy  could  be  heard 
as  he  acknowledged  the  gift  with 
apparent  deep  feeling,  and  pledged 
himself  to  remain  as  earnest  to  the 
principles  of  organized  labor  in  the 
future  as  he  had  endeavored  to  be  in 
the  past.  The  applause  given  was  a 
tribute  of  which  any  man  might  be 
proud,  and  Mr.  McCarthy's  appear- 
ance showed  he  was  fully  apprecia- 
tive of  all  it  implied." 

President  appointed  W.  J.  Joyce, 
T.  Garritty  and  J.  F.  Convery  to  dis- 
tribute, collect  and  count  ballots. 

Nominations  for  1st  Vice-President. 
Messrs.  J.  C.  Ilickey  and  D.  Healey 
were  placed  in  nomination. 

Tellers  reported    140    ballots   cast, 


of  which  J.  C.  Ffickey  had  101,  D. 
Healey,  38,  scattering,  1,  and  Dele- 
gate Hickey  was  declared  elected  1st 
Vice-President 

On  motion,  election  declared  unani- 
mous. 

For  2nd  Vice-President,  J.  G.  Jack- 
son was  nominated.  No  other  nomi- 
nation being  made,  the  Secretary  cast 
one  ballot  as  vote  of  the  convention, 
and  J.  G.  Jackson  was  declared  elected 
2nd  Vice-President. 

For  3d  Vice-President,  C.  H.  Wins- 
low  was  nominated.  On  motion,  Sec- 
retary cast  one  ballot  as  vote  of  the 
convention,  and  C.  H.  Winslow  was 
declared  elected. 

For  4th  Vice-President,  E.  F.  Dowd, 
T.  J.  Flood  and  D.  H.  Deegon  were 
placed  in  nomination. 

Tellers  reported  131  ballots  cast,  of 
which  E.  F.  Dowd  had  61 ;  T.  J. 
Flood,  52;  D.  H.  Deegon,  14;  scat- 
tering, 11 ;  and  there  was  no  choice. 

Second  ballot:  132  votes  cast.  E. 
F.  Dowd  had  y$;  T.  J,  Flood,  51  ;  D. 
H.  Deegon,  7;  scattering,  1;  and  E. 
F.  Dowd  was  declared  elected. 

For  5th  Vice  President,  F.  J.  Clark 
was  nominated.  No  other  nomina- 
tion. On  motion,  Secretary  cast  one 
ballot  as  vote  of  the  convention,  and 
Delegate  F.  J.  Clark  was  declared 
elected. 

Nominations  for  Secretary -Treas- 
urer ;  D.  D.  Driscoll  was  nominated, 
and  the  Assistant  Secretary  cast  one 
vote  for  D.  D.  Driscoll,  who  was  de- 
clared elected. 

For  delegates  to  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor,  D.  D.  Driscoll,  J.  J. 
Frazer  and  J.  T.  Walsh  were  Nomi- 
nated. 

Tellers  reported  131  votes  cast,  of 
which    D.   D.   Driscoll  had  91  ;    J.  J. 
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Frazer,  35;  J.  T.  Walsh,  4;  scatter- 
ing, 1  ;  and  D.  D.  Driscoll  was  de- 
clared elected. 

Nominations  for  Legislative  Com- 
mittee were  as  follows:  F.  K.  Foster, 
W.  J.  Joyce,  H.  Sterling,  J.  J.  Down- 
ing and  H.  J.  Quinn.  On  motion,  the 
Secretary  cast  one  ballot  for  the  nomi- 
nees, and  they  were  declared  elected. 

The  following  cities  were  nominated 
as  the  place  for  the  next  convention  : 
J.  C.  Hickey  nominated  Lynn  and  P. 
Maloney,  Worcester. 

Tellers  reported  131  votes  cast,  of 
which  Worcester  had  92,  and  Lynn, 
39,  and  Worcester  was  declared  se- 
lected as  the  city  for  the  next  con- 
vention. 

By  unanimous  consent,  the  Griev- 
ance Committee  reported  on  resolu- 
tion No.  36,  that  by  consent  of  all 
interested,  the  whole  matter  was 
referred  to  the  Haverhill  Central 
Labor  Union. 

Convention  adjourned  at  6  p.  m. 


Fourth  Day's  Session. 

Convention  called  to  order  at  9^5 
a.  m.,  President  J.  R.  Crozier  in  the 
chair. 

Roll  call  dispensed  with. 

Reading  of  minutes  of  afternoon 
session  adopted  as  read. 

Committee  on  Constitution  reported 
as  follows :  — 

Your  Committee  on  Constitution 
has  attended  to  its  duty,  and  desires 
to  make  the  following  report: 

It  offers,  as  a  substitute  for  the 
amendment  offered  by  Delegate  Vin 
cens,  relative  to  amendments  to  the 
constitution,  the  following:  — 

"Upon  petition  of  20  affiliated 
unions,  amendments  to  the  constitu- 
tion may  be  proposed.  Upon  the  re- 
ceipt  of  the  petition,   signed  by  the 


required  number  of  affiliated  unions, 
the  Executive  Council  shall  .send  to 
every  affiliated  union  a  copy  of  the 
proposed  amendment.  Any  amend- 
ment receiving  two-thirds  of  all  votes 
cast,  shall  become  law  at  the  expira- 
tion of  60  days," 

It  also  recommends  that  "all  unions 
must  be  affiliated  60  days  prior  to 
convention,  to  be  represented  at 
same,  except  unions  organized  in  that 
time." 

It  also  recommends,  that  by  addi- 
tion of  an  article  under  election,  that 
nominations  shall  take  place  on  Tues- 
day, after  reading  of  minutes  of  after- 
noon session,  and  ballots  be  printed 
with  name  of  candidate,  their  union, 
and  location.  Election  to  take  place 
at  Wednesday  afternoon  session,  by 
Australian  system. 

Recommendations  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Brewery  Injunc- 
tion reported,  recommending  that  the 
Secretary-Treasurer  send  out  to  all 
unions  in  our  State,  an  appeal  to 
assist  in  paying  bill  of  $1200,  now 
due,  and  the  Executive  Board  give  its 
assistance. 

D.  D.  Driscoll, 

E.  T.  Walls, 
J.  R.  Crozier. 

Report  adopted. 

The  Finance  Committee  reported  as 

follows  :  — 

REPORT  OF   FINANCE  COMMITTEE. 

We,  the  undersigned  members  of 
the  Finance  Committee,  have  exam- 
ined the  books  of  the  Secretary-Treas- 
urer, and  find  as  follows  :  - 

In  bank,  Oct.  1,  1901,  -  -  $583.41 
On  hand,  Oct.  1,  1901,  -       144-63 

Receipts  as  follows:  — 

Oct.,  1901,  -  -  .    -  82.46 

Nov.,  1901,  -  -  -  103.81 

Dec,  1901,  -  -  -  245.54 

Jan.  1,  1902,  -  107.36 

Feb.,  1902,  -  -  -  98.69 

March,  1902,  -  -  -  264.31 

April,  1902,  ...  114.40 
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May,  1902, 
June,  1902, 
July,  1902, 
Aug.,  1902, 
Sept.,  1902, 


I39-I9 
293.36 

325-59 
129.99 
423.58 


Total  receipts, 

$3,056.32 

Expenses  as  follows  : — 

Oct.,  1901, 

-    $112.61 

Nov.,  1901, 

97.90 

Dec,  1901, 

-      293.73 

Jan.,  1902, 

152.16 

Feb.,  1902, 

134.26 

March,  1902, 

-      267.47 

April,  1902, 

130.10 

May,  1902, 

96.52 

June,  1902, 

162.96 

July,  1902, 

186.25 

Aug.,  1902, 

-      491-75 

Sept.,  1902, 

-      324-33 

Total,      - 

$2,450.04 

Total  receipts, 

$3,056.32 

Total  expense, 

2,450.04 

Leaving  a  balance  on  hand,      $606.28 


In  bank,    ■    - 

In  hands  of"  Treasurer, 

Interest  on  money  in  bank, 
Grand  total,    - 


$300.91 
305-37 

$606.28 
8.66 

$614.94 


In  our  examination  of  the  books 
and  accounts,  we  find  them  in  excel- 
lent condition,  with  vouchers  for  every 
item  of  income  and  expenditure, which 
reflects  great  credit  on  the  Secretary- 
Treasurer,  and  his  administration  of 
his  office. 

That  the  work  of  this  office  is  ever 
increasing  is  evident,  in  the  enormous 
growth  of  the  organization,  during  the 
three  years  of  his  administration. 

We  heartily  commend  the  work  of 
our  Secretary -Treasurer,  and  hope 
that  his  efforts  in  the  trade  union 
movement,  will  be  truly  appreciated 
by  all  friends  of  labor,  and  the  labor 


movement  of  this  State. 

Anna  T.  Bowen, 
John  C.  Hickey, 
Wm.  F.  Egan, 

Committee. 
Report  adopted. 

Committee  on  Injunctions  reported 
as  follows : 

COMMITTEE   ON    INJUNCTIONS. 

Your  committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  subject  of  the  injunction 
issue  report  as  follows: 

Your  committee  consider  that  the 
very  life  of  the  free  institutions  of  our 
republic  depends  in  no  small  degree 
upon  the  integrity  and  impartiality  of 
the  judiciary,  for  when  popular  faith 
is  once  lost  in  the  highest  branch  of 
those  who  execute  the  functions  of 
government,  the  main  prop  in  the 
stability  of  that  government  is  under- 
mined. 

We  deplore  the  undoubted  and  re- 
grettable fact  of  the  continued  en- 
croachments of  the  courts  upon  the 
constitutional  rights  of  citizens  who 
are  members  of  organized  labor;  of 
the  frequent  judge-made  laws  which 
have  been  used  as  weapons  against; 
and  of  the  alarming  tendency  of  equity 
courts  to  assume  preogatives  never 
originally  coniemplated  and  certainly 
never  granted  by  the  legislative 
branch  of  popular  government.  This 
is  inevitably  breeding  grave  distrust 
in  the  minds  of  the  common  people 
against  the  department  of  justice  and 
if  this  is  further  developed  will  result 
in  a  terrible  calamity. 

We  protest,  in  the  name  of  the 
organized  wage  earners  of  the  State, 
against  the  prostitution  of  the  high 
functions  of  the  judiciary  to  be  com- 
pliant tools  in  the  interests  of  wealth, 
and  demand  that  a  limitation  shall  be 
set  upon  their  power  to  do  harm  to  the 
efforts  of  the  workers  to  uplift  them- 
selves. 

We  therefore  recommend  that  the 
Executive  Council  be  instructed  to 
obtain  the  necessary  legal  advice  in 
drafting   a    statute    law   which    shall 


(45) 


define  the  power  of  equity  courts  to 
interfere  in  labor  disputes  by  the 
granting  of  injunctions,  and  which 
shall  also  define  the  rights  of  union 
men  who  are  on  strike,  and  that  the 
Legislative  Committee  shall  have 
these  desirable  laws  submitted  to  the 
Legislature,  and  shall  use  its  best 
efforts  for  enactment. 

F.  K.  Foster,  Chairman, 
E.  F.  Ward, 
Dennis  Healey. 

Adopted. 

Special  Committee  on  death  of  John 
F.  O'Sullivan,  reported  as  follows: — 

REPORT   OF    COMMITTEE. 

That  the  time  from  2.00  to  2.30 
be  given  up,  to  speak  on  the  work 
and  life  of  John  F.  O'Sullivan,  and 
the  committee  recommend  the  selec- 
tion of  Mr.  T.  F.  Tracy  to  speak  in 
commemoration  of  the  late  John  F. 
O'Sullivan. 

Further  recommend  that  the  Execu- 
tive Council  be  vested  with  full  power 
to  decide  the  amount  to  be  donated 
by  the  State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L. 

Also  recommend  that  the  Secretary 
be  instructed  to  draft  a  circular,  the 
same  to  be  sent  to  all  organizations  in 
the  State,  asking  for  liberal  donations 
for  the  testimonial  of  our  deceased 
co-worker. 

That  General  Taylor,  of  the  Boston 
Globe,  be  selected  to  act  as  Treasurer ; 
that  all  monies  be  sent  to  him,  and 
that  the  Secretary-Treasurer  of  the 
State  Branch  be  notified  of  the 
amounts  donated. 

D.  D.  Driscoll, 
J.  G.  Jackson, 
C.  H.  WlNSLOW, 
Committee. 

Adopted. 

REPORT    OF    RESOLUTION    COMMITTEE 
RESUMED. 

Resolution  No.  40,  by  N. A.  Keene: — 

Whereas,  We,  as  trades  unionists, 

should  patronize  our  brothers  so  far 

as  possible.     We  should  demand  the 

working  card  or  label  when  purchas- 


ing goods  of  any  description.  There 
is  in  Boston  and  vicinity  an  Icemen's 
Union  ;  but  we,  as  trades  unionists, 
are  not  demanding  their  working  card 
as  we  should.  If  all  union  men  would 
demand  to  see  the  working  card  of 
the  Icemen's  Protective  Union,  when 
purchasing  their  ice  of  their  iceman, 
it  would  be  a  means  of  building  up 
the  union  ; 

Resolved,  That  we,  as  delegates  to 
this  convention,  carry  back  to  our 
respective  locals  the  request  that  all 
members,  when  purchasing  their  ice, 
demand  of  the  iceman  the  working 
card  of  the  Icemen's  Protective  Union, 
and  that  it  be  properly  stamped  up  to 
date. 

Adopted. 

Resolution  No.  41,  by  Cornelius 
Crowley:  — 

Resolved,  That  Local  No.  22,  of 
Boston,  do  hereby  protest  against  the 
formation  of  locals  of  steam  fitters 
within  our  limits,  viz.:  Boston  and 
ten  miles  surrounding,  as  we  claim 
jurisdiction  within  said  limits.  Fur- 
thermore, we  hereby  request  that  the 
Organizing  Committee  of  the  State 
Branch  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  be  requested, 
when  organizing  steam  fitters  and 
helpers,  to  affiliate  the  same  with  the 
National  Association  of  Steam  Fitters 
and  Helpers  of  America. 

Referred  to  Executive  Council. 

Resolution  No.  42,  by  J.  J.  Down 
ing:  — 

Whereas,  The  Sanitary  and  Street 
Cleaning  Department  employes  of  the 
city  of  Boston  are  existing  with  two 
local  unions,  while  with  one  union,  all 
united,  our  union  would  be  more  suc- 
cessful ; 

Resolved,  That  the  incoming  Exec- 
utive Council  be  instructed  to  try  and 
bring  about  a  settlement  so  as  all  the 
employes  of  the  said  Sanitary  and 
Street  Cleaning  Department  will  be 
members  of  one  union. 

Approved  and  adopted. 

Resolution  No.  43,  by  John  B. 
Lamothe:  — 
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Whereas,  Local  Unions  Nos.  25 
and  35,  Steam  and  Hot  Water  Fitters, 
and  Steam  Fitters'  Helpers  of  Wor- 
cester, Mass.,  affiliated  with  the  State 
Branch  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor,  also  affiliated  with  the  Wor- 
cester Central  Labor  Union,  have 
been  on  strike  for  the  past  seventeen 
months  for  an  eight  hour  day  ; 

Whereas,  The  said  locals  have  ex- 
pended all  the  means  at  their  com- 
mand to  win  the  strike;  and 

Whereas,  They  are  now  approach- 
ing the  crisis  in  the  conducting  of 
said  strike  where  financial  aid  means 
success; 

Resolved,  That  the  State  Branch 
of  the  American  Federation  of  Labor 
render  financial  assistance  to  their 
striking  brothers,  the  Steam  and  Hot 
Water  Fitters  and  Helpers  of  America 
of  Worcester,  Mass. 

P.  S.  —  The  above  resolution  has 
been  ratified  and  sanctioned  by  the 
Worcester  Central  Labor  Union  at 
their  meeting  held  October  1,  1902, 
and  their  delegates  instructed  to  work 
and  vote  for  the  adoption  of  the  above 
resolution. 

Approved  and  referred  to  Execu- 
tive Council. 

Resolution  No.  44,  by  Wm.  D.  Cav- 
anaugh,  W.  H.  Goode  and  G.  E.  Vin- 
cens : — 

Whereas,  The  United  Metal  Work- 
ers' International  Union  and  the 
Bridge  Builders  and  Structural  Iron 
Workers  are  dual  organizations,  who 
are  each  working  along  different  lines 
and  often  to  the  injury  of  each  other  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  best  interests 
of  the  members  of  these  two  unions 
require  that  they  be  amalgamated 
into  one  body,  and  we  therefore  rec- 
ommend to  the  convention  of  the 
A.  F.  of  L.,  to  be  held  in  New 
Orleans,  Nov.  13,  1902,  that  immedi- 
ate steps  be  taken  to  join  these  two 
unions  into  one  strong  organization. 

Approved  and  referred  to  delegate 
A.  F.  of  L. 

Resolution  No.  45,  by  J.  F.  Con- 
very  :  — 


Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  State  Branch  communicate  with 
Secretary  Morrison  of  the  A.  F.  of  L., 
asking  him  if  he  will  not  do  what 
he  can  to  get  the  several  unions  in 
Lowell,  Mass.,  that  have  got  a  national 
or  international  head,  to  affiliate  with 
the  Trades  and  Labor  Council  of  the 
above  city  (which  is  the  central  body). 
A  list  of  the  unions  not  affiliated  will 
be  forwarded  by  our  Secretary. 

Approved. 

Resolution  No.  46,  by  J.  F.  Con- 
very  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  of 
No.  14  of  the  Brewery  Workers  of 
Boston  be  requested  to  use  their  in- 
fluence to  secure  a  charter  for  the 
Lowell  branch  of  their  local,  as  it  is 
the  desire  of  a  large  majority  of  the 
above  branch  to  have  a  charter  of 
their  own. 

Referred  to  delegates  from  Brewery 
Workers  Nos.  14  and  29. 

Resolution  No  48,  by  P.  T.  Barry: — 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of 
the  A.  F.  of  L.  be  instructed  to  notify, 
by  circular,  all  local  unions  that  are 
affiliated  with  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  to  stop 
patronizing  the  Boston  Theatre,  for 
the  best  interests  of  the  Theatrical 
Stage  Employes  and  the  good  name 
of  the  A.  F.  of  L. 

Approved. 

Resolution  No.  49,  by  T.  J.  Mini- 
han  : — 

Whereas,  Owing  to  many  causes 
not  satisfactory  to  the  local  organiza- 
tions, and  believing  that  they  were 
not  being  treated  in  a  fair  manner, 
a  large  number  of  locals  in  the  West- 
ern part  of  the  country  seceded  from 
the  Team  Drivers'  International  Union 
and  formed  an  independent  organiza- 
tion called  the  Teamsters'  National 
Union  ;  and 

Whereas,  The  aim  and  object  of 
all  team  drivers'  unions  are  identical, 
namely,  the  betterment  of  conditions 
for  the  worker  ;  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  delegates 
to  the  convention   of  the   Massachu- 
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setts  State  Branch  of  the  A.  F.  of  J,., 
in  meeting  assembled,  believe  that 
the  best  interests  of  the  team  drivers 
can  be  secured  by  an  adjustment  of 
the  grievances  existing  between  both 
bodies; 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to 
the  delegates  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.  con- 
vention, to  be  held  at  New  Orleans, 
that  they  appoint  a  committee  to 
bring  about  an  amalgamation  of  both 
bodies ; 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  to  the 
State  Branch  work  to  bring  about  a 
meeting  between  representatives  of 
both  the  T.  D.  I.  U.  and  T.  N.  U.,  and 
effect  a  settlement  through  the  good 
offices  of  the  A.  F.  of  L. 

Approved. 

Resolution  No.  49A,  by  T.  J.  Mini- 
han  :  — 

Whereas,  The  R.  S.  Brine  Trans- 
portation Company  are  on  the  unfair 
list  by  the  Team  Drivers'  and  Central 
Labor  Union  of  Boston  ;   and 

Whereas,  The  R.  S.  Brine  Trans- 
portation Company  are  doing  teaming 
in  other  cities  and  towns  where  or- 
ganized labor  is  strong,  and  compelled 
to  enter  new  fields  owing  to  the  effec- 
tiveness of  the  fight  being  waged 
against  them  ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  as  officers  and 
members  representing  the  labor  move- 
ment of  this  State,  that  the  dele- 
gates are  hereby  requested  to  bring 
the  matter  before  the  A.  F.  Of  L.  con- 
vention, to  be  held  at  New  Orleans, 
and  that  they  will  in  no  uncertain 
manner  prove  to  this  teaming  concern 
that  they  cannot  successfully  carry  on 
their  business  and  oppose  organized 
labor. 

Approved. 

Resolution  No.  49B,  by  T.  J.  Mini- 
han  :  — 

Whereas,  The  carelessness  used  by 
the  members  of  labor  organizations 
throughout  the  State  of  Massachu- 
setts in  not  asking  for  the  due  book 
of  the  Team  Drivers'  International 
Union  ;  and 


Whereas,  Such  carelessness  is  a 
serious  injustice  to  the  Team  Drivers' 
Union  ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  each  delegate  is 
hereby  requested  to  bring  the  matter 
before  the  central,  federal  anil  local 
body,  to  give  all  the  assistance  they 
possibly  can  in  this  matter. 

Adopted. 

Resolution  No.  49c,  by  T.  J.  Mini- 
han  :  — 

Whereas,  The  Team  Drivers' Inter- 
national Union  are  at  present  engaged 
in  a  fight  with  the  R.  S.  Brine  Trans- 
portation Company  for  the  recognition 
of  the  union,  and  union  conditions; 
and 

Whereas,  This  state  of  affairs  has 
now  lasted  ten  months,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  the  firm  of  Baldwin,  Rob- 
bins  &  Co.,  dealers  in  hardware  of  all 
kinds,  who,  in  defiance  of  a  commit- 
tee of  the  Central  Labor  Union  and 
Team  Drivers  of  Boston,  insisted 
upon  having  their  teaming  done  by 
this  concern  ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  as  officers  and 
members  representing  the  labor  move- 
ment of  this  State,  that  the  delegates 
sent  to  represent  us  at  the  A.  F.  of 
L.  convention,  are  requested  to  bring 
this  matter  before  the  convention,  in 
the  hope  that  they  will  prove  to  this 
firm  that  their  product  is  unfair,  and 
will  not  be  purchased  by  organized 
labor,  or  their  friends,  while  they 
insist  upon  having  their  teaming  done 
by  a  firm  that  is  antagonistic  to  organ- 
ized labor. 

Referred  to  Executive  Council  with 
instructions  to  Secretary  to  notify  all 
unions  in  Massachusetts. 

Resolution  No.  49D,  by  T.  J.  Mini- 
han  :  — 

Whereas,  It  is  essential  that  all 
local  unions  should  be  affiliated  with 
the  International  or  National  Unions 
of  their  trades ;  and 

Whereas,  It  is  in  accordance  with 
the  principles  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  that 
all  trades  unions  should  be  chartered 
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from  the  International  or  National 
Unions  direct,  when  such  trades  have 
a  National  or  International  Union ; 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  all  local  unions  of 
Team  Drivers,  now  chartered  direct 
from  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  be  turned  over 
to  the  Team  Drivers'  International 
Union  :  and,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  delegate  to  the 
A.  F.  of  L.  convention,  to  be  held  at 
New  Orleans,  from  this  body,  be  in- 
structed to  introduce  a  resolution  to 
that  effect,  and  use  his  best  endeavors 
to  bring  about  such  results. 

Approved. 

Resolution  No.  50,  by  George  M. 
Guntner,  E.  A.  McDonald  and  E. 
Doherty :  — 

Whereas,  It  is  a  positive  fact  that 
there  are  over  1,000  cabinet  makers, 
mill  hands  and  factory  wood  workers 
in  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  unor- 
ganized, and  it  is  essential  to  our 
craft  that  we  should  be  proportionally 
strong;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  this  convention 
pledges  its  support  as  a  body,  and 
each  de'egate  as  an  individual,  to 
assist  all  they  can  in  building  up  our 
craft ;   and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  from 
the  various  cities  and  towns,  when 
they  find  our  craft  is  unorganized, 
they  will  make  it  their  will  and  pleas- 
ure to  organize  our  trade  during  the 
coming  year;  and,  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  will 
insist  and  see  that  the  Amalgamated 
Woodworkers'  International  Label  be 
on  all  bars,  office  furniture  and  inte- 
rior fixtures. 

Approved. 

Resolution  No.  51,  by  F.  K.  Foster 
and  D.  D.  Driscoll:  — 

Whereas,  The  Amalgamated  Wood 
Workers'  International,  Local  No.  201 
of  Boston,  comprising  boxmakers  and 
sawyers,  are  making  an  effort  to 
unionize  their  craft  in  the  State  of 
Massachusetts;   and 

Whereas,  In  the  past  they  have  not 


been  sufficiently  strong  to  have  placed 
on  the  product  of  their  labor  a  stamp 
or  label,  certifying  that  such  boxes 
were  made  by  union  labor;  and 

Whereas,  The  said  organization  has 
at  present  a  committee  arranging  for 
the  placing  of  our  label  on  all  work 
produced  in  union  factories;  there- 
fore, be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  delegates  repre- 
senting the  Boston  Central  Labor 
Union  at  the  Massachusetts  State 
Branch  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Labor  at  Brockton,  Mass.,  call  upon 
all  affiliated  organizations  to  see  that 
said  wood  workers'  label  meets  with 
the  heartiest  support  of  all  members 
of  organized  labor  and  their  friends. 

N.  B. — And  be  it  further  resolved 
that  the  incoming  Executive  Council 
stand  instructed  to  notify  the  follow- 
ing firms,  and  others  that  may  be 
forwarded  to  the  Executive  Council, 
requesting  of  said  firms  to  have  their 
boxes  and  cases  made  by  union  con- 
cerns, bearing  the  label  of  the  Wood 
Workers'  International  Union.  The 
firms  to  be  notified  at  present,  are : 
Mellin's  Food  Co.,  Moxie,  Nervura, 
Massachusetts  Brewing  Co.,  Spring- 
field  Brewing  Co.,  Rex  Distilling  Co., 
Burkhardt  Brewing  Co.,  Boston  Woven 
Hose  Co.,  Cambridge,  Ed.  Heffernan, 
Lynn,  Rising  Sun  Soap  Co.,  Cam- 
bridge, Conway  &  Co.,  Boston  Snow 
Flake  Axle  Grease  Co.,  N.  Simon  & 
Co.,  and  others. 

Approved. 

Resolution  No.  54,  by  Peter  C. 
Maloney :  — 

Whereas,  Many  fraternal  and  tem- 
perance organizations  hold  field  days 
on  Labor  Day,  taking  many  of  our 
members  away  from  our  parade  and 
Labor  celebrations ;  therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  Massachu- 
setts State  Branch  of  the  A.  F.  of  L., 
in  convention  assembled,  instruct  the 
incoming  Executive  Council  to  com- 
municate with  the  organizations  hold- 
ing their  field  days  on  Labor  Day, 
asking  them  to  hold  their  field  day  on 
some  other  day. 
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Approved. 

Resolution  No.  55,  by  Delegate 
P.  Mahoney :  — 

Whereas,  The  American  Cigar  and 
Tobacco  Company,  having  entered 
the  New  England  market,  seeking  to 
destroy  all  competition  by  the  most 
unscrupulous  methods ;  and 

Whereas,  The  American  Cigar  and 
Tobacco  Company,  better  known  as 
the  trust,  are  seeking  to  gain  control 
of  the  retail  cigar  and  tobacco  busi- 
ness by  establishing  trust  stores  in  all 
cities  of  New  England  ;  and 

Whereas,  The  methods  used  by  the 
American  Cigar  and  Tobacco  Com- 
pany are  a  detriment  to  the  Cigar 
Makers'  Union  and  Tobacco  Work- 
ers' Union  ;  and 

Whereas,  The  success  of  the  Ameri- 
can Cigar  and  Tobacco  Company  in 
this  struggle  means  destruction  of  the 
Cigar  Makers'  Union  and  the  United 
Tobacco  Workers'  Union  ;  therefore, 
be  it 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  delegates  to 
the  17th  annual  convention  of  the 
State  Branch  of  the  A.  F.  of  L.,  as- 
sembled at  Brockton,  Mass.,  re  indorse 
the  boycott  placed  on  their  foul  prod- 
uct by  the  Cigar  Makers'  International 
Union  and  the  United  Tobacco  Work- 
ers' Union. 

Approved. 

Resolution  No.  57,  by  E.  N.  Beane: — 

Whereas,  The  Engineers  and  Fire- 
men have  become  unionized  and  affili- 
ated with  the  American  Federation  of 
Labor;  and 

Whereas,  Said  unions  feel  it  their 
duty  to  demand  the  union  stamp  and 
label  on  the  goods  which  they  pur- 
chase, and  thereby  assist  the  mem- 
bers of  organized  labor;  and 

Whereas,  The  stamp  and  label  have 
been  granted  in  factories  and  mills, 
with  non-union  men  at  the  throttle 
and  in  the  boiler  room,  where  power 
is  generated; 

Resolved,  That  all  factories  and 
mills,  where  a  contract  is  made  for 
the  stamp  or  label,  shall  be  required 
to  employ  none  but  union  help  in  the 


department  which  supplies  the  power 
as  well  as  that  where  the  goods  are 
manufactured. 

Approved. 

Resolution  No.  58,  by  F.  K.  Foster:— 

Resolved,  That  we  extend  the  thanks 
of  this  convention  to  the  trade  union- 
ists of  Brockton,  and  particularly  to 
the  Brockton  delegates,  for  the  gener- 
ous hospitality  extended  to  visiting 
delegates. 

Approved. 

Resolution  No.  59,  by  H.  W.  Cooke 
and  P.  J.  Mansfield:  — 

Resolved,  That  this  convention  de- 
clares itself  in  favor  of  granting  the 
proper  authority  to  the  Governor  of 
this  Commonwealth  to  appoint  a  com- 
petent person  to  be  designated  as 
State  Superintendent  or  Commissioner 
of  Printing.  Believing  that  the  "art 
preservative  of  all  arts,"  so  largely 
employed  in  creating  and  preserving 
the  archives  and  records  of  the  State, 
and  the  Allied  Trades'  interest  in  the 
production  of  these  records,  would  be 
best  served  by  such  appointment, 
thereby  best  serving  the  interests  of 
the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth. 

Approved. 

Resolution  No.  60,  by  F.  K.  Foster: — 

Resolved,  That  by  a  rising  vote  we 
record  our  endorsement  of  the  refusal 
of  the  United  Mine  Workers  to  return 
to  work  under  duress  of  the  bayonets 
of  the  Pennsylvania  militia,  and 
pledge  our  best  efforts  to  render  aid 
and  support  to  our  brother  unionists, 
even  to  the  end. 

Approved. 

Resolution  No.  61 :  — 

Whereas,  In  the  retirement  of  1st 
Vice-President  Emmet  T.  Walls  from 
the  Executive  Council,  the  State 
Branch  has  lost  a  valuable  and  faith- 
ful executive  officer ; 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  delegates 
to  the  17th  annual  convention  of  the 
State  Branch,  A.  F.  of  L.,  desire  to 
express  our  hearty  and  sincere  thanks 
to  Emmet  T.  Walls,  for  his  good  and 
efficient  services  to  the  State  Branch. 


So 


and  wish  him  success  and  prosperity 
in  whatever  sphere  of  life  he  may  be 
in  the  future  ;  be  it  further 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these 
resolutions  be  spread  on  the  records 
of  this  body. 

Adopted. 

Introduced  by  George  E.  Vincens, 
Cigar  Makers'  Union  No.  49,  Spring- 
field,  Mass.:— 

Resolved,  That  the  muse  who  wrote 
the  verses  entitled,  "In  Memoriam," 
and  who  signs  himself  "  F.  K.  F.,"  be 
requested  to  have  his  effusions  bear 
the  label  of  the  Allied  Printing  Trades 
Council  in  the  future. 

No  action  taken. 

Voted  that  the  retiring  President, 
F.  H.  McCarthy,  and  Vice-President 
E.  T.  Walls,  be  presented  with  framed 
resolutions. 

Committee  to  draft  resolutions:  D. 
D.  Driscoll,  J.  J.  Frazer,  J.  Ryan. 

Mr.  T.  F.  Tracy  then  delivered  an 
memorial  address  on  the  life  of  the 
late  John  F.  O'Sullivan. 


Mr.  Tracy  spoke  at  some  length, 
briefly  outlining  the  work  performed 
by  our  late  brother  in  the  labor  move- 
ment, and  paying  a  high  tribute  to 
his  energy,  generosity  and  self-sacri- 
ficing spirit.  He  impressed  upon  the 
delegates  the  bounden  duty  of  organ- 
ized labor  to  make  ample  provision 
for  the  family  of  the  deceased,  in 
order  that  it  might  not  be  said  that 
organized  labor  soon  forgets  its  best 
friends. 

Voted  that  thanks  be  extended  to 
the  organized  labor  of  Brockton  and 
their  committees  for  their  kindness 
and  hospitality  shown  delegates. 

Voted  that  all  committees  of  the 
convention  be  extended  a  vote  of 
thanks. 

Convention  adjourned  at  12.30. 
D.  D.  Driscoll, 

Secretary-Treasurer. 
A.  Hopkins, 

Assistant  Secretary. 
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